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the ‘text or attached to the back of the plan. However, due to the expense
and technical limitations required for reprinting some i'llustrat'ions may
be omitted. Comp]ete copies are avai'lable for inspection at the N. C.
- Coastal Resources Commission offices in Raleigh or at the Tocal government |
- offices. '
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I. Ini.a'uction

The Town of Beapfort has prepared this Land Development Plan in Fomp]i-
ance with the Coastal Area'Managemént Act of 1974 {CAMA). Technical assist-
ance in preparing this plan was provided by tHeFCartereﬁ County P]anning:
Depariment, but the citizens.and officials of'Beaufoft provided the necessary
input in detetmining the general objectives, po1fciés; and_priorities to con-bJ.
sider and follow in the future. It is hoped that this plan ref]e;ts the best
nczds, desires, and wishes of the citizens of Beaufort and will provide a solid
foundation for proper planning in the future.

This plan has been written according to the State Guidelines for Local
Planning in the coastal area as set forth by the Coastal Resaurces Comnission. . -
The purpose of the guide]ines.is to assist each of the twenty coastal counties
and their respective municipalities in the preparation of its own individual
Tand use plan. "When cenpleted the twznty individual county Tand use plens’
will fom the basis for a ccuprehensive plan for the protection, preservation,
virderly developmznt, and menzgemcnt of the coastal area of Nerth Carclina,”
tha primary ebjective of the Ca:sté] Area Yensgement Act of 1974, Furtharilre,

the guidelines stipulate that each municipal pTan must fit in the overall county
plan.

In the development of a local land development plan, it is essential for
the involved local officials and citizens to understand the legislative goals
of the Coactal Area Mznegement Act as stated in G.S. 113A-102(b).

1. To provide a management system cenable of preserving and managing

the natural ecological conditions of the estuarine system, the
barrier dune system, and the beaches, so as to safeguard and per-
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zturte their nntural productivity and lhelr bioi-cic:l, <co-
raic and aastnetic values.

2. To insure that the development or preservation of the land and
water resources of the coastal area proceeds in a manner con-
sistent with the capability of the land and water for develop-
ment, use, or preservation based on ecological considerations.

3. To insure the orderly and balanced use and preservation of our
coastal resources on behalf of the people of Horth Caroclina
and the nation.

4. To esteblish policies, quidelines and standards Tor the conser-
vation of resources; the economic development of the coastal
area; the use of recreational lands and tourist facilities;
the wise development of transportation and circulation natterns;
the preservation and enhancement of historical, cultural and - -
scientific aspects of the regicn; and the protection of cormmon:
Taw and public rights in the lends and waters of the ceastal areca.

Over the past months, the usual data collection and analysis that are
characteristic of nost land development plans were followed. however, this
Land Developmant Plan is unique from any other in several ways.

- Public participation and input were given the highest priority. Thrcugh
the use of cxtensive aquasticnnaires mailed to residents in Bsaulort, public
mectings, and candid conversations with various Sndividuals, tha citizeas of
32aufort have deternined how their town should develop in the future. This
is not only importznt in doteradining objzctives Tor Beauiort, but also is in-
strumental in determining the public dewand Tor improved coanunity facilities.

Included in the plan is a land clessification sysiem which was estieitlisned
ty the C.ALM.A. for the twanty coastal crunties and their respective wunici-
palities to follow. By classifying the land into one of five caiecories, the
citizens will recoanize the erpected gzneral use cf all lands within Beaufort.
Movre importantly, it makes a stztement of policy by the lacal government of

where and to what density they want growth to occur, and where they want to

conserve the area's natural rescurces by auiding growth.

o
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i tvinuting to tha t.iigueness of this plan is the n-

f
g

clusicn of poternial Arcas of Environmantal Concern (AEC). The 1974 Llegisla-
ture realized that in many arzas of ceastal North Caro]ina, development
oressures viere causing adverse and irreversable effects on the natural en-
vironment. "Unless these pressures are confroTiéd Ey'coofdinated manageinent ,"
the Act states, "the very features of the coast which make it economically, -
acsthetically, and ecologically rich will be destroyed.” The Coastal ?esources
Cormission will adopt interim Areas of Environmental Concern later this year.
Rasically, the plan is composed of nine sections. The second section
is an analysis of present conditions, with aiscussion centering around such
things as the populaticn, economy, and existing land use in Eaaufort. The
third scction is a discussion of the public participation activiiies and their
cdavelopment of objectives, policies, and standards. The fourth éection is‘an
identification and analysis of the constraints which effact development in the
coestal zene, The T17Lh section deals with the estimated dewand which is ex-

v

nactrd during ihe next ten yraes.  Tha sixth scction is a plan cascripiion. Thae

v

savanth saction is an jdentificetion and analysis of the potential arces of en-

(5]

viroomzintal concern. Th? @ignth section Is an overall suamary of the plen and

the ninth seciion cefines the city-ccunty relationship.  The Lppendix incluaes

tand devalspaent map identifying the expected general use of all the land in

The Town of Beaufort has long recognized the value and importance of
preper land use planning. Fany écceiplishiants have resulted from the planning
orecess and it is hopad that this plan will contribute to the preservetion,

protection, and ordzrly develcprent of Zzzutort and its resources.



A. Population

Beaufort's population has fluctuated over the past several decades.
An analysis of population changes from 1940-1960 reveals that out-migration
of white adults, ages 20-44, and children {rom Reaufort has hoen primarily
10 never residential developments just cutside the Town.* The primavy factor
cauSing this declire in population wss the decaying econﬁmic base of the

tovn's economy brought sbout by a declining fishing industry and an absence

~of any major industry to absorb the unemployed.

In contrast to Beaufort's decline during this period, Beiufort Township

end the county's populaticn increased significantly (see Table 1). :

Toble 1
Yiar Ezaufort Reaufort Teunchip Capleict County
ic40 3,272 4,534 18,254
1250 3,212 : 5,374 223,059
R 7,%¢2 6,040 ¢7,4.3
1970 3,368 6,147 51,603

Percant Change

1940-1950 -1.8 10.9 26.1
1¢50-1350 -9 13.9 18.6
156C-1970 15.3 -1.6 - 15.2

A series of anncrxaticns occurring in 1922 expendad the corpsrate Timits to
the east and north and broucht in a ¢ignificant pepulation increzse. From 1960
to 1870, Beaufort's population racoiersd end incressed 15.3 percent to 3,368,

* perauvort's Population end froncav, 196
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AN nhgliysis of e township's population during the 19:0's veveals a
¢zeline in populaticn by 1.9 percent. Hew subdivisions outside of town,
the continued out-migration of younger whites.from Beaufort, and a national
trend towards lower density residential development were still attracting
additional population to the Township's area. The énnexation of densély
populated areas by Beaufort, however,'absorﬁed all of the increase. During
this seme tima pzriod, the county's bopu]ation cbntinued to increase to a-
total of 31.603. This increase complements the county's growing i?portance
as a rescrt area and attracting new industry. J

Present Ponulation

In the 1970 census, the population of Pezufort was 3,368. Thera were

" epproximately four percent more of the populace under 18 in the Township

\

area when compared to Beaufort's. This higher youth percentage in the Town-
<hip furthar il1lustrates the movement of young families towards the more
vural evcas. Additionally, rore of the oldar =dults (65 and cver) tended

to live in Fezvfort instocd of the Township.

Table 2

Beevilont Popilation Percant Tewmship, Pareont
Under 13 1,014 30.1 2,050 24
18-65 1,911 56.7 3,405 '55.4
65 and over 443 13.2 652 10.6

Source: U.S. Dzpartmznt of Comnerce Bureau of the Census

The racial composition of Beaufert is shown in Table 3. Beaufort has
a significant bleck population which comprises 30 percent of the total popu-
lation. The black population is generally located in the gecgraphical area
bounded by CeZar Street on the south, Mulberry Street on the north, Live Oak

Street on the east, and Turnar Street cn the vest. The black population for

o7
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thoTeoachip Ts w109 higher thin the naticrz) cver: e, The mader conceatrs tion

is in the northern part of the Tcunship near North River.

Table 3
Beaufort Percent of Population Township Percent of Population
Yhite 2,319 68 4,459 72
Black 1,042 . 30 1,674 27
A11 other 7 2 14 1
Total 3,668 100% 6,147 100%

Source: U.S. Department of Comnerce Burezau of Census
Since the 1970 Census, an zdditional annexation in 1972 &dded an arca

along the West Beaufort Road, which had praviously abutted the rnorthwest

- section of town into Beaufort's corporate 1imits. According to Beaufort's

Comvvnity Davelopment's Hold-Harmless Application, "this new'area has a iotal
of 351 pcople; 349 white and 2 black." With this newly annex area, Beaufort's

36
pspulation hes increased 3,719 paople.

Each suiver Beaufort's historical, scenic ard climatic asscils attracts
visitors throughcut the nation. The deficiency of notel aceor.cditicns end
rental kavszes prevent the vast wajority Trom caly eponding vhe Jey, hile a
few others may be more fortunate by being able to spend a few days with rala-
tives or friends that live in town. It is estimated that Bzaufort's repulztion
increased by epproximately 50 pecple during the sumner months with up to 100
people staying in town during holiday weekends such as Independence Day end
Labor Day. This seascnal population incre=ese places no sicnificant derend on
any of the commnity services or facilities that the toun provides.,

B. Economy

Traditiorally, the econcmy of Beaufort has centicred eround the sea and

&g
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o rnaag andusiey s +¢i11 an important aspect ¢ Jegurort's
Lias.y, o8 211 as the counly's. In addition to the péop1e directly
eaployed on the boats and at the fish/processing plants, other services

and facilities are dependent on their catches. Fuel suppliers, marine and
repair services, and retailer services are a few which rely upon the success
of the fishing industry. In addition to fish and shellfish entérbrises,
there are scveral large scale fish/processing plants located just outside
the corporate limits. These plants are priﬁari1y engaged in menhaden
processing and provide scasonal employment for many of Beaufort's unskilled
tabor force. During the summar season menhaden are cecught by Tocal fisher-
men, and in the fall a Targe influx of men and hoats from the Virginia area
constitutes the Tast major catches of menhaden each year,

The menhaden industry has recent]} encountered some seribug problemss
the industry has suffered substantial declines throughout the east coast.

The sctual number of wenhaden has beasn reduced by the overfishing of the
rascurce cnd pollution of nursery grovnds. Also, tha rezsonal f]ucthiions'uf
the catches vary drastically from year ta year in particular arers. Addi-
tionally, the undorselling of domestic fish meal by forcicn {mporis is felt
¢irectly in the Scaufort erea by the distributing plant at tha Morihood Sinte
Port. The plant ships foreign fish meal throughout the state.

A suhstantial nuzber of Beaufort's lebor force relies on the Cherry Point
farine Air Station as one of the major sources of emplovment. With 9,000
servicemen and 4,000 civilizn employees, fhe Air Stetion provides an important
econtiic bece rot only for the Town of ZBezutcort but Tor the county as well,
Prospects ave Tor fuiure stesbility, rather than expansion of civilian manpower,

given the curreat military trends.

&Y



Rootlrr significant Taclor affecting Beaufort's eccrciy is foviaing,
While inside the town a limited number of acreage is devoted to agricultural
purposes, a good portion of the county's farmland is located in the Beaufort
Township. Not only do the farmer's income supp]eméﬁt the town's economy, the
farms also provide an employment outlet for many of Beaufort's unskilled labor
force. | |
Rtail Trede

Beaufort's share of retail trade in Carteret County has declined somewhat
during the last several decades. WUhile the number of establishments in Beau-

fort has increased four percent since 1958, the actual total retail sales has

. declined rouchly two percent. Morehead City, however, incrcased boih its num-

ber of esteblishments and total retail sales by five percent diring this szrie
period.
Tahle 4

Stares of Carteret Ceunty Retail Trada by Beaufurt and l'orehcad City”

Beautort torchead City
Numher of Establishnents 20 (21.7%) 150 (36:2%,
Total Sales ($1,000) _ 12,669 (18.5%) 35,521 (52.7%)
- Building materials, hardware, garden
supplies, mobile home dealers D 4,021 (£8.5%)
- General merchandise group stores D D
- Food stores : 3,668 (21.1% 6,671 (38.3%)
- Automotive dealers 1,042 (17.5%) 5,253 {48.5%)
- Gasoline service stations 1,557 (24.3%) 2,259 (35.3%)
- Anparel and accesscry stores D 1,605 {61.6%)
- Furniture, home furnishings, and
equipment stores 757 (24.3%) 1,910 (61.2%)
- Eating and drinking places 479 (8.6%) 3,421 (61.4%)

LI
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- Zoeigostores ond proprietory stores D 1,763 {69.6%)
- Miscellaneous retail stores 872 (12.1%) D
D - withheld to avoid disclosure
Source: Retail Trade Area Statisfics, 1972
Table 4 reveals the retail trade of Cartepet County by Beaufort and More-
head City during 1972. There is a significant.difference in the total sales
of the two towns in relationship to the nunber of cstablishuments. Morehead
City obviously dominates county ccimerce. They have been more successful
in attracting more money goncrating business to locate there (e.g. auto

sales, restaurants, business catering to tourism, establishment of a regional

. shopping center). -

C. Fxisting Land Use

An essential prerequisite for any land development plan is a thorough
knowledge and understanding of the use of the land within the community.
Data concerning the past end sresent use of land is impnartant as an "in-put®
to future planning decisions. By knowing past patterns and problems, efféctive
plans and decisions cen be nade that will corvect or provent probizms and "niis-
usas" of lend in the future.

Past Land Use

Frem the original layout in 1722 until now, Tand use in Beaufort ha§
developed primarily as residential. By 1816, the original town had become
almost developad and the natural water barriers of Taylor's Creeck, Beaufort
Chznnel, and Town Crezk, forced the town to erpand both to the north and east.
As the town arew, so did the residential develcpnent and likewice population.
Past ceirercial and industrial land uses have also reflected Beaufort's orienta-
tion towards the sea - with local tracdesmen esteblishing stores along the water-

front and the development of fisheries and fish-processing industries.

&



s Yy a msy.r eccaunic decline in te local economic hase activiiiis-
fishing, "oating, and chipbuilding-led to an cut-migration and populaticn decline.
This had a significant effect on land use. The centra] business district which
had &eveToped along the waterfront declined as a commercia].centerl Other busi-
ness establishments Eegan to locate haphazardly along major highways, iacking
defined commercial areas. Industrial land use inside and adjacent to town de-
clined. Additionally, more residential developiments ware beginning to cccur

just outside Eeaufort's corporate limits than within.

Prosent Land Use (1975)

0f the total 1,535 acres within Beaufort's corporate limits, 526 acres or
34 percent of the land is in some way developed. The remaining land is not
precently being used Tor any urban activity and is mainly ccmprised by the
dredge-spoils islands which were incorporated within the town's limits {n 1967.
Following is a description of the various categories of land uses found in Beau-
furt during 1275. Tie land use rap (Mlap 1) will show their locatien end rola-
tionship in the planining &arca and Teble 5 is a statistical Lresndown of cach
1land use cetecory.
Resicential L:znd lse

As the land use table on page Il indicates, Beaufort is pri:arily a
residential community. The tabie below illustrates the type, nuvbder, and per-
centage of the various residential dwellirg units found inside the corporate

Timits of Beaufort.

Table 6
Types of Dwellings-Beautort, 1875
Type Number Percentage
Single Family 1,140 26.4
Hulti-Family 30 2,3
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TN 1e
EXISTING LAND USE
Beaufort, North Carolina
1975
' Percent of Percent of

Category Acres Developed Land Total Land
URBAN AND BUILT-UP ’ :

Residential 394 59 25.7

Conmercial 50 8 - 3.3

Industrial 10 2 7

Transportation, Communi- '

cation and Utilities 149 ' 2e ' 9.7

fiovernment and Insti-

tutional 40 6 2.6

Cultural, Entertain- .. -

went, and Recreation 22 3 1.4 -

Undeveloped Land 165 ' 10.7

Agriculture 97 -—- 6.3

Wetland 358 - 23.3

Barren 250 -~- ---
Total Lend Within Toun 1,535 100

d1J
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Type umber P '
'abile Houes 20 6.1
Futel Units 14 1.1
'ousing Authority 55 4.1
Total 1,319 100

Residential land usage comprises 394 acres or 59 percent of the develeped
Tand in Beaufort. With 86.4 percent of the housing stock being devoted to
single Temily dwellings, mobile homes are the second largest with 6.1 percent
of the residential dwellings.

In an analysis of the residential characteriétics of Beaufort, the
Enumeration Distiricts of the 1970 census wzre examined in defai1. Map 2
delineates Beaufort's four Enumeration Districts and Table 7 is a statistical

breakdewn of housing characteristics found in each district.

Table 7°
ERUMERATION DISTRICT 15 - 16 17 18
Porulation 1,026 1,032 455 885
Percent Single family units 94.246 95.498 89.528 78.6€06
Housclrold size 2.939 3.659 2.791 2.500
Pereont Overcroviing 4.0 19.148 2.453 4,142

Percent Tuicr olcie Plurbing 4.297 35.815 6.124 7.10
Owner-Qccupancy Pate (in pars

cent) £3.252 69.503 78.527 70.118
Vacency Rate (in nercent) 4,233 9.224 14.659 15.9%20

Fnumeration District 15

The newer annexations and subdivisions are located within this district.

[N

The avea can he gonzrally characterized by larger lot sizes and nzwer howcs.

According to the 1970 census, 1,026 people were located there with 24.246 per-
cent of all duallings being single family and an over-all owner-occupancy rate
of £3.252 percent, the highest in town. The nejizrity of mobile homes are glso

located within this district with the most concentration being along the Mest

Beaufort Road on the northern secticon of town.

2 (¢



Enumeration District

Submitted in November
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Tioe oo wil Jitely ey ioac: a v for change in the b luiminant
T.nd vee. Js the populaticn expends, resicential development will prebabl
[}

cccur in this area replzcing presently undzveloped land.

Enuneration District 16

| The housing stock located in Enumeration District 16 encompasses the
majority of the black population in town. In the 1970 census, slightly
under 82 percent of the population in this district was n0n¥white.3 In a
housing survey conducted for Beaufort's Community Davelopment Project, approxi-
mately 25 rorcent or better of the houres in this district were found to be
either cubstendard or dc1apidated.* The high percentage of hourchold size
(35.315) reflects the blighted character of a substantial se;ment of dwellings
within this district.

This area has been subject to significant land use cormpatibility problems
with conmercial development often occurring in residential areas. Another prob-
Ten has Lezn insdequate public scrvices. Foorly desicrad sticets and drafrega
systers sihject  Lids zrra to wajor f1;Lding curing ncovy vains. The picture
should improve, however, with 3eaufort's participation in the Couiunity Cevelep-
mznt Pregcam. Imgéavem:nts in kousing ¢ud public cervices tve s-hedeled Tor
this area.

Enumzration District 17

Enumeration District 17 is representative of the second olcdast cection of
town. Housing stock in this area s in generally guod condition with only a
few substancard structures, In the 1970 census, 885 pcople resided there with

a percent ovarcrowding indax of 2.453, tha lowest in town.

*
Beaufort's Community Develcpment Hold-Harmless Application, 1975,



1 2ishort 18

12 aaca celincated by Enuncratica District 18 represcnis tha oldast
sector of town. The housing stock is in gznerally good condition with many
fine, stately homes. In the 1970 census, this district had the fewest per-
centage of single family units (78.606) and the'highest vacancy rate (15.920%)
of ony other district in town. In 1970, 895 persons resided there wfth the
household size boing 2.5 persons per dwelling.
Cormcreial

Commarcial land use in Eeaufort occupies 50 acres or 8 percent of the
duzvelaped Tand and ig faund in thrce ooneral districts: the Front Strect
Coentral Business District; the "shopping center" at N.C. 101-70, and along
Cedar Strcet (U.S. 70). There aic also scaticred business establichments
located along V=st Besufort Road, Live Qak Street and Lennoxviilé Road.

Over the past several decades, Peaufort's Central Business Districts

fis dec¢iinad 2s a commercial identity. With exadus over thay yoars of Lusi-

L 5"

vrrses end with no sigaficant dnviex of soow s ot 9Yisl . s, ih2 lomiaon
district ics slowly declined as a vichle coiiercial district. FHovwvzr, en
wrtEn oreeeval evint lhot wias roerntly swerded to the town will frpiovn the
Ceatrel Bugirns Jistrict oo .ndously by cumolishing blignted bLuitdings ~.d
rehabilitating deteriorated buildings in the area. This stimulus chould mske
the dovntewin Central Business District a vibrant cowrarcial center.

The “shopping center" at N.C. 101-U.S, 70 is expanding its significance as
an important corizrcial district. Its location, adjacent to the intersection
of two major hichreys, has attracted numcrous busi -zs-os to Tocate there and
construction is continuing on eddiiional new structures.

The cormmercial establishrients along Codar Street are characterized by
scattered businnsses mixed inccrotibly among residential dwellinos. Most of
the establishments are geared teowards the retail sales of convenience merchancise

and services.

A17 \



The aicuut of land used for incdustrial purposes in Beaufoert is - cry small-
only ten acras or approximately one percent of the total developed land. With
the recent closing of Tabago Furniture Company, Ready Mix Concrete Corporation
is the only industrial firm operating within the town's limits.

Industrial lond use within Beaufort's Tewnship comprises 136 acres of nine
percent of the developed Tand. The rost inicasive concentration of industrial
use is located along tie "fringe" area of Cceaufort's corporate 1imits. Several
fishing/processing céianies, Tocated along the vaterfront, and Atlantic Venecr,

an exporter of wood products, are the principle industrial users’along the frinca

area.

Trencportation, Conmunication, and Utilities - s

"Twenty-two percent of the developed land inside Eeaufort is devotsd to
streets and railrozds (end their right—6f~ways), sewage end water olsats, power
staiicns, end ciher ooy orlation, o ountoation, and uniltity T eilitiss,
Strects end reiivoods occeny 495 acies ond oo by far the lavgest Tond wicrs
in this category.

Censidrirzbia fuprovanznts in the mivar streets of Tasuvuert heve o o4,
particularly in the black neichborhood. [fs a rule, every strret in Bcoufort
has increased in czily trafiic volume with only two major traific problems.
Tney are the dengorous inteccaction of LS. 70 end N.C. 101 and the iredeguacy
of Cedar Strcet to hendle ihe heavy trafiic volume its subizet to.
Governrental znd Tnstitvtional

This 1=nd use czlesary includes schosls, pest office, town hai1, cotirt-
house complex, and other governmental and institutional facilities. Six per-
cent (or 40 acres) of the develored lend in Eczufert is devoied to this Jund
use category with the Bezufert Elemzntzry School occurying the grcatest acreage

(10 acres}).

8i§



Urcevet - wd Land

Undevelaoped land in Beaufort is the land not used for urban purposes ex-
cluding, however,_egricu]tura] land, forest land, water bodies, wetlands, and
barren 1and§; Sevenfeen percent (165 acres) of the total land within Beaufort
is c]asﬁf%%éd as undeveloped. The majority of this land should be considered
potential recsidential cdevelopments.

Agricultural
Agricultural land occupies approximately 97 acres inside the Town of Beau-

fort. Almost all this land is found exclusively in fhe newly annex section of

. town (in the north section) and along the West Beaufort Road.

Yetlands

Wetlands in Beaufort are classified as any salt marsh or other mar:h sthject
10 regular or cccesional flooding hy tides. There are approximately 353 acres
nf wetlands within Beauiort's corporate limits. The majority is Tocat:d aiong
Ma dredge-spoil islends, coamanly 'nown as Bird Shoal, Csvrcct Tslind, cnd 7oa
PMarsh, with epproximately forty acres occurring along the mainlond side. wighiy-
2ight zeres of wetland have Loen coosidarad as irregularly flooded salt macch
ind 270 cores are cunsideied as rogulor Tlooded 2alt rach,
farren

Serren lends include the dunzs end other high ground fouird on Toan lzrsh,
Zird Shoals, and Carrot Island. There are approximately 250 acros classified
&s barren.

D. Plans, Policies, and Rigulations
Bzzufort first initiated a lind planning program in 1262 thrcugh a T:derally
essisted grant from the Urban Ropnewal Administration. This plan provided Fceu-

fort with its first policy guicde in determining how the town wanted to develop



in ithy T

gre.  STera Lhem, negccus updsias and ravisions have sccurved.

Listed tzlow is a simrary of the existing plans, policies, and regulations

which has affected land development in the town. .

1. Plans and Policies

A.

Transportation Plans: The existing transportation plan for Beaufort

is the Proposed Morehead City, Beaufort, Atlantic Beach Thoroughfare

Plan, 1971. It has, however, never been adopted.

Comnunity Facilities Plan: 1) Community Facilities Plan and Public

Inprovement Program, 1962. This study undertook an initial look at

the comminity's facilities and services. An analvsis was made of the

facilities and services with specific recommendations given pericdically.

2) Community Facilities Plan, 1970. This report was an upcate and re-
vision of the 1962 plan. '
Utilities Extension Policies: Beaufort's policy is to extend and pro-
vide services whenever new developrcont dictates it.

.s
I

0,2n Srcee end Reursntion Policies: At this tin=, no feoomal nelicy
exists. Tt should be noted that ihis issue has bzen eddressed in ihis
plan with chjectives Tecused tavarids vecrratien.

rrior Land Use Plans and Folicies: a. Land Use Survey Land Use Plin-

Ponulation and Economy; 1962: This document represented the first

attempt by the tcwn to devalop a sictement of objectives and policies

for the future development of the community. b. Land Use Survey-

Comrrunity Facilities Plan-Land Pavelorrent Plan 1970: This rzport was

an update and revieicn uf the 16352 plan.

. Others: a.' heighberhsod Analysis,'1920: This wes a study of the

housing conditions; description of neighhorhcods; enalysis of problems

& 20



2.

A.

aife Ltieonighborhood and vespectisr reusasmdatinas. DL Uau-
fort, M, %5 farelina, 1970: This vas a study funded by the "arnaral
Rssenbly of the historical resources in Reaufort. The autlor, Tony
Hrenn, provided the basic historical and architectural information

on which Tong range preservation plans could be based,. c. Lomunity

Assistance Program: 1971: This_program was First enacted undet the-
Urban Renewal Program which was later ahsorbed by the Community Assfs-
tance Prograrn. The principle objective of this progran is the rchabil-
itation of the Downtowun Central Zusiness District. d. Community

Development Block Grant Program, 1974: The purpose of the Comnunity

Cevelopment Program is to aid in the elimination of the blighted areas
in town and to benafit low and middle income families. ™
§1Q1ixj§igp_zggglgtions - Beaufort's subdivision regulations vere adopted
in Junc, 1962. These requlations heve provided for the orderly develop-
ment of Tand in town and have contlributed to the public hezlth, -afety,
end weltare of the cormunity. The Plenning Roard of Teaufort 9s ves-
nonsible for the tentative approval of the subiivision plan ~hila the
Town Board gives {iqal arnroval,

and arended once in larch of 1973. The zoning ordinance hzs in the rzst
providad the town with a significant "total" for controlling the préper
relatiershin of different tynes of land uses in town along with estak-
Tishing 2 stadavd of deovelopnent, Additionally, the ordinance has.
racoonized ike historic disirict and its preservation. Todey, towover,
Beaufort's 7uning Ordinence is outdated and inadequate for the tcwn's
needs., There s a failure of the ordinznce to reflect up-tao-date zoning

techniques and concepts, Fnforcement responsibility of Tezulort's Zoning

Py
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7oning Toaed af Adjustaoats,

Flood Plain Ordinance - The Fleod Plain Crdinence of Beaufort was

adopted in December, 1974. This ordinaice established land use con-
trol iweasures in the flood plains and flood hazard arecas within Reau-
fort. The zoning enforcement officér is responsihle for the enforce-
ment of this ordinance.

Building Code - Beaufort has adopted the Southarn Standard Fuilding

Code and the Morth Carolina Puilding Code. The building Code is de-
signed to protect the safety and welfare of Lhe public., The huilding
inspector enforces the building code.

Renulationg - The Certeret County Toard of Hcalth has

’
~

requlaticns gaverning design, consiruction, installation, cleaning and
use of sairage disposal systens in Carterct County. An Improvement

Permit for septic tonks must Le ohtained {rom the Health Teparisint

Lefore any construcition narnits #ve {ruund,  The o it is Do e
soil suitability for septic tznk sysiens. It arplies fo canventicoral
kemes or mobile hoes outside 2f Lebile laee [zoks in ar2zs not 2oy A
by public or comvunitly sewrie sysic-s and ccaerating lozs than 3,00)
gallons of affluent ner day. In 2eaufort, municipal water and c=iar
services the nopulation. These fzcilities are reguleted by the State
of Morth Cirolina Health Nepartment.

Historic Disurict: Ceaufort's Kistoric District wis established in

a1

1868 zad is drcevnarated din the zoning ardinznca.  The purross of the

historic 2istrict is 1o fromcie the educational, cuitural, anc ouvirzl
welfare of the public through the preservation and nrotection of his-
T 1

torical buildinos, places, and areas. The Zgard of frchitectural Fevizo's

duties ar2 to pass upon the appropriateness of altering, d:molishino, or

A2,



butidtne sathin the Disiaric dish r1rt Apnna1s froe o oaeitisa oy

tha Pravd of Architectural Rev1ew may be taLen to the foard of Comm—

issioners. The zonxng enforcement off1cer is respons1b]e for the en-

K

forcement of this 0rd1nance.fj3"

QOther - inportant loca1 Tand use regu]at1ons affect1ng deve1opmente
in the Coasta] Area 1nc1ude sed1mentat1on codes, dune protectwon,

. 'nu1sance regu]at1ons, and envxronmenta1 1mpact statenent ord1nance.

These re0u1at1ons are not 1n effect 1n Beaufort

3. Federal awd Ctate Penu1at10ns

At this r1me, he relexant Staie and Feoera] Rcau1aL1ons affCCLTIQ
coasta1 land and water resources are not aVa11ab1e. It is PGLOHM“ndEd
that be.ore HLVCTOptht taLes place, an. 1nvest1gat1on of these. rc~u1a:|ows

[

shou]d be maﬂe 10 aVOTd axy con111ct or v1olat10n., ;
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Seek1ng pub11c pa;t1c1pat10n and 1nput 1nto the plannlng process 1s

_ﬂssent1al To be effect1ve, 1and deve]opment p1ans ust ref]ert the ob3ect1ves,

‘ asp1rat1ons, needs problems and opportun1t1es of the“plannlng area as nel]

,as the peopTe who compr1se 1t Through the pub11c par£1c1pat1on act1v1t1es,

kthe c1t1zens LOOk an active ro1e 1n 1ocnt1fy1ng 1and use issues and prob]ems, B
‘;deve]op1ng conmun1ty 0b3ect1ves, evaluat1ng present land uses, and detarm1n1ng‘¢
hfuture 1and needs. g~ _.‘ ST I ’"_Cff” - yf‘VA

A. Land Use Issues

Meny sma11 Lovns have been experxenc1ng dur1ng the ]960 H and 1070 S.

’Lﬂat the1r pPEVTOUS undeve]oped 1and is. qu1ck1y d1sapﬁean1ng‘end be1ng
-7. replaced with sone sort of deve]opment., A]so, the c1t1zen1y are dnmend1ng"

a higher lavel of services and con51derat1on from th91r lecal nuverqne”t. |
It, tn refore, te:OH s.7mperatfve that the 1ora1 geverrment thugn1;e Lne.
major»?and use issues it will face in ihe necar future and throuoh prcier
planning and pubiic cosparation, striva towerds making the 2ir CwH”quLj an
iceal place to-!ive, work, and play. |

Public opinion has 1dcnt1f1ed the following issues as be1ng relevant
to the future planning of oeaufort In some.cases, the ci'lzens have icunt-
ified'problems associated with these issues that have ar1sen in tne pe <t
By recognlzlng these issues and p]ann1ng obJec 1ve1y Tor them, the c1t1zens

~and local govern Tent snould heco aviare of the possibilitics, capabi]ities,

and limitations of the land and its rescurces.

o2y



_ young udu]ts to other areas where better JOb opportun1t1es ex1st

Juring the past Torty years, the p“pu1at1on of the Tcw of B:aufort,
the rounky seat of Carteret County, has rema1ned about constant whi1é

the c0unty was a]most doublxng 1ts popu1at10n.;. The town s stat1c

’popu1a11on Lond1t10n has been due in part to the Tack of economic oppor-"“’

tunities in Beau:ort and the consequent1a1 out—m1grat10n of the commun1ty s
* : :

The ef:ect of the stat1c populatwon and eEonbwnc cond1t1ons ofi 1and
use 1n Beau.ort resu1ued in vaCant conme rc1a1 uu11d1ngs (part1cu1ar1y in
the ce ntra1 busxnkss district) ;hd Tack’ of development of land UV:VTCL$1y
zalected for industria1 use. Residential Tand use, hcurer, 1nLr(used
o destly. This ¢an uGSt be attributed to the annexat1ons of prevxuus1y
residential devel opnd 1and..” ’ '“l | - '

From an cna1ys1s of past trends, it's feas1b1e to cowclude that Beau—
Tort will not Tikely bCCrme a m jor emp!oymenu center; It does, hqwever,
have the po‘entlal to cavelop as an imﬁurt:nt rasidential CO““'Wity. éﬂ?u—
fort's c]ose proximity to major Emplaymewt centers such as Charry Pownt
Riv Stat1on, State Ports Authority, movine vesearch facilities, recrzation
areas, and iis historical and waterfvront smenities aré zneficial ..cd\.s
the town has in attracting future residential cevelopment and popuTa;ion.

The tourist industry should increese the eccnomic'viability.of the

town in the near future. As the restoration of the historic disirict

* . . . saps -
Ennexatien has increzsed the population w1th1n the 1ncorparatad area ﬁf
the fown, However, the | POpU Tdtion of the town and adjacent ereas 2s a

whole has rema1ned re]at1ve1y constant..

ggaufort s Land Yse Survay, Community Fac1|1t1es P1an, Land Developmant

Plan (Division of Comaunity Planning, 1970).
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Beauivr ¢ siould ceptuce wuve cnd more cf the county's tourist riiniis,
Future land use practices shculd be aimed at preserving the historfcal

and cultural charm Beaufort offers. In the central tusiness district,
comnercial development and design should be consistent with the historic
district. Outside of this area, cpmmercia1 land uses shoﬁld be restricted
in well-defined areas and not allowed to develep haphazardly aleng major
thorougifares.

Housing and Service Icsue

The provision of adequate housing and nublic services is #n essential
land use issue most communities will face in ihe next tcn'years. Dver the
past years local goverrments, as well as state and fadrral, have vecognized
rad enphasized the importancelof acdcauate housing and pu51{c sarvices as
a means of vpgrading hunan health as well as preserving the netural environ-
mont.

The citizons of 2.ivfort hove fnaicniad theoech pabiice dnpet Lhat Lhe

-2

nrovisions of edoquate housing tnd mublic <ervices ace iinpurtant lend use

issues which Becaufert should recognize and considoey vty Wha neost Len

b}

years. They have realized that the envirvonment of the !.. 2 is of ;i -it
jmportance whan considering making Beaufort a betler place in which tlo
live. Residential zieas which do not offer edequate public servicis-
utilities, schools, playgrounds, police &and fire rrotectiun, etc. - or
wvhich have undesirable or uncompatible Tand uses are subject to the
forces of biicht and deterioration.

In &n znalysis of past housing conditions, residential development
hzs, for the nost part, been cerdarly and properly mainlained. There cre,

hoviever, saveral areas in town whare substendard and detericrating cwellings



e st oy o vsis of Fesl Tart (1979) noted Mt theos s

a serious incidence of sibtutondard housing in the older parts of town &nd
the area in which the blacks are located in."

The older section of town, south of Cedar and west of Gordpn Strcet,
can be characterized as principally residential in nature. During the
pireciading ten years, there were extensive"efforts towafds the renovation
of liisturic homes and rehabi1itation of deteriorating dwellings. There
sti1l exist, however, several areas with substandard houses, particularly
aleng Bread Stieet.

The googrephical area occupiad privarily by the black populace (north)
of Cedar Street) is chavecterized by a high incidence of substindard housing
and inadequate public services. Aaditicnally, cewmercial.land uses hive
increased in the area making the desirability for new residential construc-
tion negligible and Teaving the older homes in an increasingly unatiractivae

eavivo ont. Thero bes ton 1 oelssive preoress recently towards the ele-
vaticn of housiig probllns in Deauisri:
1) The < .un hes adentcd a nindia heeting cede sid esteblished a
CYSLL 2 UIC £ol2 CHTCredint b0
2) The loun has esteblished a Housing Authoritly and coasiructizd
160 units of Tow-rent housing.
3) CEcaufort is presently cngaged in a five year Cormumity Daveloprant
Program. Rehabilitation of housing and public improvemznt pro-
tyeTs is precently in progress for the area north of Cedar Stront.

SR L
-

Tha peovision of fdequate public services is another espect en-

countered in this land use icsue. Beceufort presently provides a varieily

of pudlic services to its citizars, and for the nest part are ad:quata,



Sutzeoond sver facilivi oo, vasic 0 all cGhaiwin oy toovieas, O g L ey
Leing excended to the parlaster of Lhe town's corporate 1imits. Their
designed capacity sh0u1d'adequate1y service the expected population curing
the next ten years.

Public input has indicated, however, that certain deficiencies dq
exist in Beaufort's public services. One such area is the provision of
adeyrate rocreation facilities. fhis is partly because the local govern-
ment's concern Tor recieation areas is ratatively new and partly because
of the availebility of a variety of seachore activity in the immediate
vicinity.

The public has indicated their desires for more veereational ocutletls,
particularly in_terms of a recreational area nore geographically centered
within Beaufort's town limits. This provision sheuld be‘coﬁsidered in
the future land use rcquiremants of the town.

Tiie Matural Environment cad Fesource Tssue

Fublic input hes indicated that the ceasial cnvive .ot ond izl
resources cre ossential Tond uvse issucs. There is the ralizeiion st

nds, retyaring waters, ind tho ety cimnly

o

cuch natural rezouices @S Lt
“re easential and necoziary Tor Lz cosoioved wall-beiag and welivis of

tha paople, the tewn, and iha natural environment. Following is an 15;nti—
Tication zad c:alysis of the more sioniticant natural resourcos which should
be conserved and protected by future land use planning.

The coestal wetlands which border To..n Creek, Town Marsh, Bird Shcels,
and Carrot Isiand zra invaloebie voscurcas.  Thase marshlands prevside ru-
trients which are the primary input ccurce Tor the foed chain of estuarine
dependent spaciss of Tish and shellfish such as, shrimp, flounder, oysters,

and crabs. The mzrsheas rrovide habitats for numercus chore birds and wild-
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Vi, T st a Teaves of tha Towes v ovsnes act oas the Tivst
tine oF Yoy L2 rollyet ehaceline erosion.

The estuarine waters surrounding Beaufort are not cnly productive
natural resources but also provide scenic beauty and recreational oppor-
tunities. The citizens of Beaufort have indicated fhe estuarine waters
are important, and must be addressed in this Tand.development plan.

Before Ceaufort constructed a sewer system, individual sepiic tanks
vere reiied upcn oy the residents. In 1227, ithe original sowar system
was installed in town with extensicen of lines occurring with each ~unuexa-
tion. Until recently, the sewage was erptied without trectiznt in Towmn
Creek and Taylor's Creek. This dumping into estuarine waters caused the
pollution of salt-water fishing grounds. Aided by a federal grant, a.
sever rennvation project and the constructicn of a treatment plant’in the
1960"s ceaved the discharge of untreated atfluent into estuarine waters.

Prosontly, in the areas outside of Peaufort which are in proximity
to estearine v oters, dudividal waolis and erotie "soks cre 21 i7d voen.

White no pedlution is cvidint now, thore is a likelihood that if dooeicn-

I o ey

nent cceurs et a high Censity woilulinon c-uld conilinzie Lo suivs o

3
estuerine waizrs and possibly ir dvilen? viier supplies.
The water supply is another natural resocurce that should be censerved.

SezuTert, s 211 :s a cood nevtion of zestern horth Cirolina, is dependent

-
]

iy

pon the Cesiie-Hayne Aoquiver Tor its vater cunply., Without proper coor-
dination belwezn &ll ccastal ccunties, the wavlzr sunply of this ecruifer
couid ha “episted. This could caiuse seit wetzr intrusion end subs-a7at
contemination of the ecquifar.

Hopefully, it is apperent that the citizens of Beaufort sheuld not only

protect their natural envirorntont and conserve resources; hut, encour:zze

364



tad Cloand the same oo Tration and conservation practices aoouTLat
eastern North Carolirna. Ye live in an zge when the'mrisuse of rezources by

a few could cause detrimzntal effects for everyona.

4) Hisforica] and Cultural Resource Issue

Beaufort has a lengthy and_cu1turé1 background which is still ex-
trémaly important to the local citizenry.‘;Origina11y sighted in 1524 by
French explorers, Beaufort Qas foﬁhded in 1709 by English.co1onfsis &nd
incorporéted as a town in 1722.'.As the third oldest town in lcrih Carolina,
Beaufort has traveled through the course of history in remarkably cood
shape.  Today, the town is still in many ways much Tike it was 100 years
ago. The slow, easy going, sea-orientied etmasphere still remains, as well
as 'more than one hundred and twenty homes, soma even datipg‘back to the
1700's.

An oracnized, concrete effort towards the prptection and prescrvation
of Beaufort's historical resources was not begun until eleven y:ars 240
when the Ceautort Historical Association vwas 7Tormed. Foom grojccts, <ch
es .the markiag of hisioric hémes for essy idontificztion, to 7equisition
of prcperty, to restoraticn of typical Bezufort houses of the 18th and 19th
centuries, ithe Association has contributed to the overall eccnimy by en-
couraging tourism. They have also served a cultural and social contribu-
tion by stimulating private homeownezrs to irprove the appearznce as vell
as fosteringa greater pride in being part of a town which has contrituted
much to the history of North Carolina.

In the coming vears, the protection of Eeaufort's hictorical and cul-
tural resources will be an essential issue to plan. Tony Hrenn's study of

the historical resources in Seaufort, perhaps, sums up the importznce of

ste=z =0



s e, Ly gL i artog, "Ceviaaly, desuiart has acdhis o Load,
histoprical, wuitural, znd educational value zqualed by only a ianliful

of other coastal towns. Its restoration potential is enormous, and its
econdmic value, as tourism increasas, is immense. That value, in educa-
ticn, in pride, and in dollars, can be achieved only if the existing lure---
2ceufort---survives,"

B. Alternaiive Arproaches

After a careful analysis, it is obvious that the citizens had many
alternative approaches to concicer foriddaling with these issues and
their respective implications. They could encourage or discoura: the

~historic amenities. They rad the choices {o determine which type of
rresidential, cohmarcial, and other types of development was desirable
in Beaufort. The alternatives vere really unlimited. F611Lwing are the
ohjectives which were agreed upon by the citizens.
i

C. Dbjectives, Folicies, and Standzrds

In crcar 1o halp thae 1own conrroant end nlen objectively v the 1aﬁd
use jssues mentioned, ihe citizens aad tovm officials have erprassed ;heir
agreement to the following obiectives, policies, and stendards {o guide the
future development of land in the planning area. '

1. To pretect end ungrede the "Historic District”

A. A vzvicion of ihe z.uing ordinince is needad to insure that
tuture develonment is consistent with the residential and
comnercial character of this arsa.

B. Efforts to doclirmont, restore, and praserve erchitaciurzl end

historical structures should be intensified.
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C. A vreorganiz:. zn of ile Board of Aiiitoctie is racou-
mended to include a professional in the avchitecturzl/
historical expertise.

To encoﬁrage tourism and toufist related activities empha-

sizing the scenic, historical, and cultural attractiveness

of the town. .

A, Highway markers could be piéced at strategic locations
in eastern North Carolina. These signs should carry the
legend "Historical Béaufort“ and the mileage.

B. Provisions in the zonirg ordinence for cotrzrceial estab-
Tishmanis which conplement tourism should be oncouraged.
Such establishments might include speeialty shops, social
and cultural facilities, motels, restaurants, and marinas.

To encourage and strive for better housing for all the citizcns

of Beaufort. .

A. Conlinue efforts to sccure Tederal rencwal assistince
programs and public fwprevements projects.

B. A ccde enforcevant orficer is nocaed,  Zeif-help i.orove-
rents of homas should be encourened thiough enfoircen.cnt
of the town's housing code.

To provide adegquate recreational Tacililies for the citizenr

of Beaufort.

A. Emphesis should be placed on centralized recreational earcas.

B, Racreation plans and facilities should be direcied tovwzrds
all age groups.

To protect and preserve the wetlands end cstuarine waters sur-

rounding Ezaufort.



Ar Dfapi o oat of mooor Gt use vegulacioas wichia ihe
gruas wiich are designaied Aveas of Envircimeznial Concern.
B. Establichmznt of proper land use regulations to protect
Town Marsh, Bird Shoal, and Carrot Island from development.

Public Input System

Public input and participation was achieved by basically four (4)
mcthods: 1. Tewn Boarvd Mzetings 2. Ndvisory Cemaittee 3. Ques-
ticnnaires, end 4. Public ieetings.

1. Town Board Meetings

During the planning process period, Beaufort's Town Board gave periodical
repofts on the process of\the Land Development Plan. The Board was kept
abreast of the wiches and desires of the citizens of Beaufort (expresscd
through the public input system), as wall as, contributing its own ideas
znd recohendations.

2. Citiz:mn lcvisory Cotmittee

A thece nzaber Citizon Advicory Cowaitiza wis esishblishad o favure

additicnal puS]ic rarticipaticn and a Toud use plan vhich would be an

understandzbla and woriahle dondont, The Mayor of Beautfort and o |
intcrested residents o7 Zeautfort comprised the Advisory Cenmittee.
3. Questicnnaires

Tn the suibmzr of 1975, the Certeret County Planning Departvent meiled
planning questicnnaires to 500 residents in Beaufort. Of these 117 (or
23.4%) were completed and returned to the Departmant. In zddition to the
railings, aguestionnaires ware available at all public meatincs Tor resi-

dents who had not previcusly received one. Below is the tabulation of the

qguestionnaires.

£33



which type of development is desired in Beaufort and to questions seeking to identi

5o you i. i e protection of the BeauTurt Historic District =lould be a

adgor i3v-z an Land Developiment Planning?

Yes G0 No 28 »
Do you feel additional urban redevelopment s needéd_in;Beaufort?
Yes 79 Mo 33 S L |

If you feel urban redeve]opment is needed descr1be br1ef1y areas you
feel should be concentrated on :

Front Street Bus1nes§ D1str1et-area adjacent dnd anthlbf Cedar Street
Do you feel there is adequate housing for all income levels.in Beaufort?
Yes 24 ~ No 85 | |
Do you feel recféationaT facilities are adeqnate~fn-8éaufart?ﬁ [
Yas 26 No 81

What do you feel should be done to improve recreational facilities in
Becutert? -

boat and swinming facilities, tennis courts, and park and picnic areas

Do you feel there is an adequate "number"™ and "variety" of retail businesses
in Beaufort? Explain if you wish,

Yes 33 Ho 73
motels, marinas, restaurants, grocery, stores

Do you have any preference for the development of any currcntly uncevele)ed
land in Beaufort?

Yes 51 HNo 46
protaction of Bird Shoals and Carrot Islands; planned single-family
and cotmazrcial development.

What do you think the City of Beaufort could do to improve the services
they supply?

Street maintenanee, garbace and rafuse collection.

The questicnnaires ware designed to inciude such fundamental questicns as

problers currently confronting the town.

B3¢



. Pubuic netings
Six puslic meatings were cenducted in Beaufort 1o discrss the Coastal
Area Management Act and the land development plan for the town. Present
at the meetings were members of ;he local government, eighty-seven resi-
dents, and the local news media. ”D{Scuséidhé primafi]y focused araund the
results of the éuesfionnaires;’iand use issuéé; objeétives, and future
populational desires. ' i | |
A note of thanks is appropriate at this time to the loca]'neﬁs media
(radio and newspaper). They were instrumental in publicizing the pdb]ic
meetings and reporting the discussions which took place.
Summérx B;Li L |
Tarough the varfous forms of public participation discussed above, the
citizens took an active role in developing community ObjECtiVGé,‘CVPTUQtiJg
present land uses, identifyfng problems, and defefmining future Tand uses. The

citizens expressad their preference for Beaufort to remain much tha same as it

Lo e iy

is now. Low to radurate populstion ond soesidential doveloni.at ves eaprosced
as desirable. The procection of the histciric and cultural resources wes ijventi-
fied as significant elements in cttracting tourism and their rospective reéenues.
faditiorally, the cesire for tourist-atiracting establisarents to Tocate in
Eraufort was expressed by the public. Certain deficiencies in runicipal ser-
vices, particularly in recrzaticn, wcre also idzntified. A note of appreciaiion
is due at this time to those citizens who became involved in the planning
process and the praparation of this land uavelopment plan.

The methodology employed in the preparation ot objectives, policies, and
standards consisted first with an analysis of the quastionnaires and the pro-
ceedinags of preliminary public hearings by planning consultants and mzaders of

the Citizen's Advisory Board. Draft objectives were formulated and presenied

P



for approval.
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The constraints wiich are imposed upon the Iahd in the planning area will
be identifhﬂiandanaiyzed in this se;tiqn.“ By recognizing the factors which
impose limitations on deve]opmeni, both physicai and natural, arcas br:senting
probléss in Bezufort wi]]Ibé identifiéd.

A. Land Potential

This section of the plan will analyze the genzral suitability of the land

in Beaufort for developiient, with consideration given to the fo]]owfng factors: -
1. Physical limitations for developmentzi: |
2. Fragile areas = .- .
3. Mtrees with resource potential

By &n ideatitication and analysis of the land's suitability, effective de-
cisivns can be'rde to vse the Tond to s teot potential withont civsivg od-
verse effects on ihe envivonmznt or welfore of the public.

1. Physical Linitations:

Hith men's oxpending demand for l2ud end ity roscurces, it becuvmng e oTve
to idzntify and analyze the physical limitations of the land. The physical Tiai-
tations are thosa factors which make developrent too costly anc/or which might
cause adverse effects cn the natural ernvircament and sefety of the rublic. Rat-
ural and man-mzde hazard areas, soil limitations, topography, and sources of
weter supply are principle factors which present nhysical Timitations.

a. Hazard frcas - The Be:ufort-Morehead Afrport, which abuts the nortiern
corporate 1imits, servas as the county airport. It is also a man-made
hazard area. The location of rum.ays, electrical power lines, and the
close proximity to an elevated water tank increazes the possible cdenger

of crashes during take-offs and landings. This denger is maximized during

=37
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Jatevuritle roatiar conditions ara Tor pilots unfamiliar with thra
ruiczay approaches. Developrnent in the immediate vicinity of the
airport should be minimized to av01d any further comp]icat10n of

iR

the ex1st1ng hazard area. i
Other man- made hazard areas in Beaufort are severa] 11qu1d

‘ bulk tank storage fac1]1t1es. One is 1ocated on the waterfront be--'-
tween Orange and Turner Street and another 1s 1ocated a]cng H1ghhay

70 between Lennoxville Road and 1st Street. For the nost part these
facilities are isolated frémdense deve]opment.-~It is .important, how-_ -
ever, that future development respect these potentially volatile facili-
ties (and vice versa) and allow for a confortable buffer zone. One .
hazard area which affects Beaufort is a natural occurrencef the Coastal -
Floodplain. The Coastal Floodplain is defined as the land areas ad-

jacent to coastal sounds, estuarines or the ocean which are prone to
flooding frém storms with an ennval probzbility of one percent or groator
(100 year storm). These are linds where uacontrolled, incunpatible, or im-
preparly designed developnonts can unrcescnably endanger life and proverty
during severe stofss or hurricunes.

The tidal ranges of Braufort (as reported by the U.S. Coast and Coo-
detic Survey) are only 2.5 feet (mzan) and 3.0 feet (spring). During
rmajor stotms and hurricanzs, however, the low tepography along the shore
is subject to major flocding. Below is a record of hurricane tides at
Beaufort:

Stcrm Tides (in feet)

September 15-16, 1933
October 15, 1954 (Hazel)
ARugust 12, 1955 {Connie)

Y~
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Bzl (eent'd) Tides_(in feat) {cont'd)

August 19, 1955 (Dizne) 5.1
September 19, 1955 (Ione) 6.6
September 27, 1958 (Helene) 4.0
September 11, 1960 (Donna) 7.5

- A map of the Coasta1'F160dp1ain, thch delincates the flood surge
from a 100 yéar stofm; has been'preparediby the Department of Housing
and Urban Deve1opmént andiié on file at:fﬁe Beaufort Town Hall.

IOthef natural hazard areas whichlare hh&sica] limitaticns on land
are ocean and eétuarine erodible areas. Ocean ercdible area is defined
as the area above mean high water whore excessive erosion has a high picha-
bility of occurring. There are no such arcas in Beautort.

Estuarine erodible areas are defined as the area:abave ordinary high

water where excessive erosion has a high probability of occurring. The
south side of Town Marsh has and is experiencing this excessive erosion.

Soil Svitebility is a physical limitation effecting all development. An

identification and znalysis of the soils in a-y pariicular arca canhzlp
planners as well &s cevelupers identity land wiich is best suwitcd Tor
agricultural purposes, highways, Toundaticns end buildings, séptic LK
fields, recreation and vany wore. Soils with a high clay counansition hve

a tendancy to shrink and swell causing the foundaiions and walls of build-
ings to crazck. Shallow soils have a high permeability rate and may cause
the effluent frcm septic tanks to flow into the water table. foorly dirained
s0ils can be a breeding ground for mosquitoes as well as allowing the ef-
fluent from a septic tank sevage cystem to rise to the surface during wet
wveather, In some places tha coil may charge within a distence of a few

feet &nd may not be suitekble for use as an abserption field if the soils
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Tt iy absorpticn o Loity.
TEeat ot Saies o (Map ) 2o -an see that Becufoit's coil
consists mainly of Tortsmouth Loam with an outcropping of Cnslow Fine
Sandy Loam in ihe northeast section and of Sf. Lucie Fine Sand along
Teylor Creek and Front Street. A Tongitudinal section of the shallow
phase of Pamlico Muck is located north of Lennoxville Road. The sur-
face soil of Portsmouth Lbam is deep and_cﬁntains a large quantity qf
girganic matter. Surface soil is black mei1ow Toam from ten to eighieen
inchas deep, with an underlying Subsoi] of'gray or hottIed yellow and
gray friable fine sandy clay to a debfh of forty or more inches. Below
forty-Tive inches, the underlying parent hateria] is a gray, wet, fine
sand. K

*SoiT'Information on Beaufort provided by Beaufort's Land Use Sur-
vey-Land Use P]an—PopuTation and Economy 1962.

St. Lucie Fine Sand is white, 1obse, incoherent, fine <and, three or
more Tzet cecp. This <oil is almost entirely quartz, end it contains. o
silt or clay. Craitncge for this soil is alnost excessive. This can be
used in the nzautaciure of concrete blocks.

Soils of the aiipgert evza vuisilo the towa Timits coieist of ﬁ1cien
series-soils which are deep and psorly drained with heavy subsoils. The
surface soil is a friable loam or {ine sindy loam, and the subsoil is firm
clay with slow permeability. Bladen soils are strongly and moderately
high in fertility and fair in moisture-supplying capacity. They are moder-
ately procuctive end respend well to neeced soil amendrent.

A small, thin section of the Crazven soil series nccurs below the

intersection of Highways 70 and 101.



Soil Map

Submitted in November



S e istzads curioe Tlag Brautort, Pivoes lotonad v T
Bzech ¢nd iVisezllancous Land Classivication Unit. Inlet, To.m "-ich,
and Carrot Islands are in the Saltwater Marsh Classification Unit which
consists of alluvial materials such as sands, silts, and clays. Thease
alluvial materials have a high salt content, and they support only salt-
tolerant marsh grasses and shrubs.

The surface soil of Pamlico Muck is black or brownish-black deacayed
and partly decayed vegetable watter. In most places, the water table is
near the surface. Water stands on or near the surface during the winter,
gnd it is cnly a fcot or so below the surface in the suumer. Pamlico Kuck
is strengly acid. |

Septic tank suitability, drainage, and permeability of the abova soil

types are as follows:

_ Depth to High Seatic Tank

Soil Sarfies Drainaqe Water Table Permcabilitly  Sui?ohility
Pamlico iuck Naeded 0 Huoderate Hot eeoo-oad
Tidal Marsh o Neaded 0 N.A. ot vena oo
Porte.suth Sapics Moo ded 0 Yo lornta Fosre
Coastal Bzach Not Heeaded 10+ Yery o opid crad
Bladen Needed 0 570w nior
Cravzn hceaed 6-10 Foricrate Foiw
St. Lucie ot kinoded 10+ Yery Renid G
0oslow firodad 2 Vodsvera S

The area cutside of Beaufort (towards the norih) is classificd in
the Gnslow-Lunbeze~Bleden Association. The soil conditions dictate that
this eiea is not suitable for axtensive development until asdeciate witer
and sewer-Tacilities are availahle.

Scurces of Water Supply - This is cncther physical Timitation Tor davelip-

ment. Beeufort's public water is cupriied by two deep wells which =va
440 and 3C0 feet deep. It is obtained Trom the Castle-Hayne fequifer znd

is treeted by a hydrzoen-sulphide aeratien plant bafoure being distribuicd
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Trauvort with its water alwo services a
¢ood puition of ecsiurn North Carolina. It should provide an adequate
supply of water for future weter demends. There is, however, a possi-
bility of contamination by septic tanks when placad too near to indi-
vidual well fields. This is particuTar]ylre1evant in the area outside
of Beaufort where individual wells and septic tanks are relied upon.

the predoninant slope excecds twelve percent, develepnient is more diffi-

cult and expancive. Poads, utilitias, sund structuves iequive additionl

3
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design requiremen

The tcpography of the land cn which Bezufurt is Tocated rises slowly
from the sea level of EBeaufort Harbor and Taylor Creek on ihe south znd
Town Creck on the north to the ceniral part of the town between Cedar
ard Bicod Sirects Tor tn avirige e2levation of ton feet., The pradomluintg

Joezooor creeed Lostve peccent.

rr

slere of the Tond dn Totola
i w
Fregile finss
Frigile ~rees aie U e vhiich could ba exsily 20 ouad or desting od
Ly inipevesiicole op poorly plenned devalesant. In iha celein] -ono, ~ia-
petition betwzan developmeznt and the environment has caused in many in-

sterces an elieration, ingaimaznt, or destroction of such Trazile evmis s
wetlands, sand dunes, estuarine waters, public trust wetars, complex rnuture
areas, ercas that remain remnznt species, arcas containing unique geological

formations, registarad ratural iendmarks, avcheolegical and histerical sites,

arnd others.

*
Some of the fragile eri>s discusszd hare hava Hozn identifiad

Ny s
foz? as proposed Arcas of Eavircsaznizl Cencern. They srar Chrstal
ncu.oqaf,.?siuar1ne haters, public trust waters, and historical olares.,
more cztziied cralysis of these areas will be mada in a laitar szeiion

pertaining to Arees of Environmental Concern.

Fyd



Adiscussion Copetahdd oF 2boal: o7 ceo
in Rzzuifort 11 Tullow. A lescreiplion of tha Tocaticn o
each will alzo Le made.

a) Coastal etlands - Coastal wetlands are defined as any salt

marsh or other marsh subject to regular or occasiénal flocding
by tides. There are approximately 358 acres of wetlands within
Beautert's corpovate limits. The majority is Jocated along the
dredge-spoil islands with zcproxiimately forty zcres occuiring
along the shore on the mainlond side. Eighty-eight acres of:
wetlands have been ceusidercd as irccqularly flooded salt marsh
and 270 acres are considared as regular flooded salt marsh.

b) Send Dunes aleng the Outer Ranks - Dunes are defined as riduvas

or mourds of loose wind-blown material, usually sound. This
fragile area is not applicable to Beaufort.

¢} Ccean Beaches end Shorelines - They are defined ¢s Te.d wrces

without vegoiation covaving, ouasisiing of e o 20 00d 2uid
ratorial that extends leniwvard Trom the rzan Jow 190 1o a point
wWhETE anybcne o corbingiion of tha TolTaedag cocurs (1) vesz-
iclion, or (2) & distioet of - 2 in predondnent soil [aiviicle
size, or (3) a change in slcpa or elevation which alters tha
rhysiesraphic land form. This fragile area is not arpliceble

b
o

o ccaufort.

*

d) Estuarine Yaters - They are dafined as all the water of the

Atlentic Oczan within the boundary of North.Ceirolina 2:.d all iha

vaters of the bays, saunds, rivers, and tributaries thereto soa-

weird of the dividing 1ine between ccastal fishing waters eznd inlend

ters border tne coutheri end vislzin

Y

fishing vaters. Estuarine v

iainland. On the mainland, estuarine weters horder the toon by

ey
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f)

h)

i) !

Lo ts ToOUR L w oy, DeauTort O Pl b westy i
Toan Geonboon the wovticest.,  Additicnally, the dridge-spoil
islands are encompassed by esiuarine waters.

Public Trust Waters - Described as all natural bodies of water

subject to mcesurable Tunar tides and lands theraunder to the
mean high water mark. Public trust waters have the ssme loca-
tion and extant as estuarine waters.

Corplex Natural Areas - Complex natural areas are dafined as

lands that suppcrt native plant end aninal cemaunitics aad pro-
vide habitzt conditicns or craraclecisiics that hnve recained
cssentially mchongad by huaan ectivily. Tiids fragile arza is
qot epolivable in Perufort.

fooas et Susiain Romnant Species - Areas that sustain remmant
spacies are those places that support native plants nr eninmils,

rara or endangered, within the coastal area. Tais fragile wica

is ot ~oplicable 4o 0 ooa et
Arzes Containing Unieuze ©of aicel Forsntiens - fhese plices - on-
Tiin suvlace o aona suriice Tor.oiicns thet zoe oither te selves

unicre o oo s wiedly covzeal or e le eroa
Tormations or processes in the coastal area. This areca s not
zepplicable in 2zzufort.

Registlered Natural Landi:cks - Detined as piroferties or ercas that
are desiogned by the Secretary of the Interior as Registered Natural
Lardmzrks., Thore are no recisteirzd natural landmarks in Beautort.

Foetenlecicer] end Wistorical Sitcs - Defined es ihcse historicel,

[e}]

archcolooical and other properties owned, managed, or essisted by

o

S



LroSveda of Poeth Caridloa pororrat 0 6.8 50T - Uhise
i, srlics or avecs that oo dasignated by e T-ooroiary of
the Interior 2s Maticnal MHisioric landmarks. 7in Z:aufort,
ihe "01d Burying Ground" L2tween Ann, Craven, and Broad Streets

is the only inclusion in ihis fragile area.

3. Arcas with Rescurce Potential

~

or nclusion of an area as having rescurce potential

=
-t
[p]
n
rr-
—J.
+1]

his been estoblichad by the Coestal Rosourcas Corafssion. They are as

a. Productive and unigue agricultural laud;

b. DPutentiglly valuable minzral sites;

c. Poblicly owned Torest, parks, fish and gzmelands, and othar

aun-intensive oubtoor racyeation land;

d. Foivetely dacad wildlite soacivarias

Vidh it angilon of Tom i Bech, o ot sema o Toue Tt vtls
ihe vowal, Cooris Yo TndTusTon o o Jaan st Torcuina et it

Town ilavrsh is comed by the rublic of 2aouiuct end hee, Tor a vub-
stontial ronber of yoars, beon usad 2s a san-infensive c=ov it Lo,
1y by Loate The public has uced this evea Tuio.and
pitce Tov pioniexiag, tathing, and Tiching access. Town V
folas T a0l 2 e Faato Tatiad end couih of Teze-Toct's wsistind,

This srea is a spzvsely vegetated dredue island and consists of approxinatlely

Today lccal governmznis are called usen to rendzr wor2 end betiler serviec:ss

to thzir citizens. hot only Yos a highar ctindard of 1ivi~g cevsed greater de-

rznd for such szrvicss, but a waor

I
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Tuis szetion s en Lo wfory and 2nilosds of aiisting Lublic Taciliiiis

and cervices of the Tewn of Jzaufurt. iast of the cervices discusszd ave
piovided by the town; others are provided by tha county goveramant. Since
ihese services are Tor the benefit of the general public, the pecile have a
right to expect that these services ave adequately and efficiently providad.
The cost ¢f maintaining and expanaing thase services has inciiased drastically
ever the ycars, It tharefove becomes fimperative 1lat ell erfinditures be
coilTully 2lenned to fnsure the -xiiea bonpafit poscible.

Seyiregr Sysia

o
= A, -

- ~

Tha oriyirel scuar sysfem =us Installed in Reculort during tha 19:0's,
It was a ccrhined senitary storm sewar system with five cuifalls iuio Toylop's
Creek and the Eequfort Chopnel. A sewer rencvation project in 1539 closed the

sewap vuitalls, exionded the sover syst 1 to most of the tewn's residenls ot

thon oA, SIvoo o DT o Te 8 Ty s TUNLTED ealleas pay Dy cee Ly
tronbo-ot TPy T Would Ut S iau s b t RS o JinTs e,
Trom ol galiias et AR EIN) B B R B

o WY LT YR T o Ta oo gy ey R .

oL N E@viavesd Lty wse of 03,050 opd, a A0 paicont Rl wuiate adon ot

- P I B oS . L L T T T S T A oY
1a8 &Veile o 2 GRTA TL2TC070S Whas D LIVLE TIVELL

tration exists in the 1yzi:n. 2-:2d on cnaiysis of (low varietions ducing rein-

Reaulore fecilitv,

211 periods, it s coih 74 ot ¢ ce=iach raini2ll will vasult $non frev oo

uns per duy. The major scuice of T tow nia o



Sewer Map

Submitted in November



Water Map

Submitted in November
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Sees T Ty eenLined sever systi Ta et ainkowa arna.

sacilicaiion into the system his Lezn atiributed o B probless. The

PR

old =ystem has heen i{ d Tor much of the infiltration, supposadly due to
the age of the sewers. Additionally, a significant portion of the infiltra-
tion has been atiributed to sections of the new system where poor coils have
allowed settling of manholes which resulted in misalignment of joints at man-
hola walls. The cngineers report, howcver, that overall the system is in good
onerating condition.
Hater System
Beaufort's water is supplied and managed by the town.. The water system

had been operated by the Carolina Water Company, until 1975, when it was sold

. to the town.

The water sepply is chiairod Tvrow Lwo doop wells, l.cat: d - t the ccrner
Hadyick =nd Fine Sticets and holwoeon Fultord and Carloret SUvots, and
stoved Tna ravly cvnstrectad 200,000 237Ten tonk. These v2ts Toiisich 500

and 400 9:17uns of walor rav it coooctivaly. Uoter’is Nlateed ooa e

V4]

Castle-Hayne Fcquiter which also suppifes the woter r:eds for a large por iion
of eazstern North Carclina.

Tetel cupacity of the wiler sysienm is cstimatad at 009,000 ¢alle.s riv
day with a ¢aily use approximately 200,000 gallens per day, a utilization rate
of 25 per.-at. Theve ere érproximztely 1200 custorers being bilizd by the itewn
for use of its water services.

fwinistiration Focilities-Toun Hall

The Becufert Teen Hell is located cn Pollock Stre i nzar he dewniown
business district. Constructed avound 1950, the Town Hall is a one-story siruc-
ture with approximately 2,430 square fzot.

in adaition to ihe general c*inistration and c¢lerical ofiices, the Weler

and Sewsr Collection, Tax Collection, and Police Departiient are 21so housed in

A O
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Toom iall,

RS cacgrate space Tor a guvermmenial coalar,
In addition to c¢lequate cpace for acministration offices, a Town Hell should
provide suitable snaces for conferences and public meetings.

Police Department

The Beaufort Folice Department is Tocated in the Town Hall on Pollock

Street. Beaufort has no jail facilities; the town uses the county jail facili-

ties which are located cnly a Tew biocks zway from the Police Depavtment. This
arrangement has proven satisfactory, with the county's jail facilities being
adegquate for Beaufort's rceds.

The Beaufort Police Daepartwent is stuffed with nne chief &nd eicht police-

' man.  In eddition to his administration duties, the chief also acts a patrol- .

pan. The shivts for the patrolmen consist:of three men to every eight hours
of duty. The vchicles presently being used by the town's police drpariment

ere tuo 1575 =nd uine 1273 Ply.oins,

Beaufort's Senifziicn “:parlment hes Uie resvens’bility of cotleciing &0 d
dicpesing of ihe town's vofose, Reluse 0s coilacted fvom hoese-to-honca $hicn
vwicekly.

Equipment operated by the Department includes two packer trucks, Tour domp
trucﬁs, a street cleaner, @ Teont gnd Teoder wnd back-houe machine, a iracior,

a mower, a grader, and Tour light trucks. The Dapartrznt also services twenty-

coven Green Boxes that are used by the commercial businasses. Twenty-Tive irash
trailers ere ciso cvaileble Tor vze et boues end siores vadergeing major clzaning
operaticas. In acditien, the Sanitetion Cepariwent opzratzs a masquiio_ccnt:o1

machine during the sun.or months,

N 17



S btia ot oo D0 solid waste et the ouvony Tandviiy site, 1hoiiod
oy Decatoa ool L1 Ferest near Newport. It is enpect:zd that this site
Will be adecuate fur arnother three to five years.

Schools.

BEeaufort's two public schools, Beaufort Elementary aﬁd Beaufort Central,
are administered by the Carteret County_Board of Education. Bbth are found
in the town's corporate 1imits and are served by municipal water and sewcrage.
inere is also a private school in Beaufort- Beazufort Christian Academy.-

The Bezufort Elementary School is Tocated on a ten acre site. The main .
classreom building was built in 1945 with additional <pace being wdded in 1954
and 1957, The gym was constructed in 1934. The elementary scheol offers grades
Kindergrrten thraugh_fifth (5th) and has 45 classrooms. With a maximum capacity
of 750 stucents, its present enrollzont is 609 with 29 teachors being employad.
The tcacher/pupil ratio is 21 students per teacher.

The Beaufort Ceniral School is located on a twenty acre site. Construciicn
began in 1570 i classiocas vith the oynnasiem being built in 1089, The crtin]
offers grzies six ihroucgh eight and has trenty classrooms.  Its rmuaimm caracity
is 450 ind iis present cnvolinent is 350 with twenty teachers, the 1o c!‘.::r,/;':upi'l
ratio if 19.5 stuvdonts par texchar.

Boaufort Christian Academy offers grades Kindergarten throv;h =i hth end
Lzs a current enrollment of 104 students. The Beaufort Christien Aciiumy is

located on Broad Street and offers gradzs Kindergarten through eichth. Thay

“have 13 classrooms and a present enrollment of 104 students. With seven teachers

emplcyed, the {2icher/punil ratio is 14.8 stud-nts p2r teachar.
foeds
Roads, strzets, and highwiys occupy epproxiritely 95 acres in Beautort.

Besides & rujor intersiste highuey (U.S. 70), tihere are numerous types of roads,

each having ditfernt volume and desion capacities.

Hosp



Consiion e Gaproviancoats in the minor ol cets of Beourort Rioe srcurved,
serticulsnly 1i .2 black reighborhood, As a rule, wvery sivol in fesufort
has increased in daily traffic volume. Traffic counts at five key locations
ware analyzed during an eight year period (1965-1973) to determine the increase

in traffic flow in the Beaufort area. Thera was an average increase of 43.7

percant.

Fire Depgrtment

The Beaufart Fire Department is located on Cedar Street and is adiacent
to a major arterial street, Highway 70. Built in 1969, the Department is
housed in a relatively n.w building and is adezuate vor the presaut fire pro-
tection of the town.

The avrea of service by the Fire Cipartmznt is not limiled to the corporete
Hnits of towns; calls are answered whenever the Department &aﬁ be of zssistance.
Che fire truck, however, stays in town if the other trucks are outside the
corporate Timits., |

The dapartﬁ:nt 1s manncd Ly three full-time ficemen and fifty aclive vé?—
unteer Tirdica. Fire drills ave held nonthly and cach yz2ar a poriion of the
voluntear staff 2re sznt to stata rec0gni79d.fﬁre‘schoo?s. The Dorar thent also
conducis hdwaa insrecticns and hos a Fire Prevention Progysnm,

The Beaufort Fire Departrznt is ecuippad with:

1. 1938 Dcdge 520 G.P.M, Purper
2. 1928 Dodye 500 G.P.M. Pumper

w

1967 LaFrance 1000 G.P.M. Pumper
4, 1971 Rural 5720 G.P.M. truck

5. 1641 Dodge ladder truck

Rescue Squad

The Bezufort Rescue Squad is located in a block building on Broed Sireet.

g 53



vy hava oo xiiotely 240007 oo o o mors. Thax T L cvace by
Lhe vescuc squad iacludes the Zxawiort Towa Timiis plus the  roa <o figivay
101 up to the Core Creek Bridge and on Highway 70 Egst to the Horth River
Bridge. Thay also continue up State Road 1300 to the South River-ierrimon
District.

Lost year, the squad answerad 407 calls and stood by at nineteen foothall
=nd baseball games. The squad's rescua vehicles traveled 6,515 miles and the
voluntears put in 3,229 man-hours on these calls. Additionally, there were
over 100 hours of training at the building and several members attonded the
31 hour EHT course at Cartevet Technical Institute.

Libraries

Libraries represent an inportant element in the sccial and economic 1ife
of any community. It serves the business, educational, and cuitdra aspirations
of everyone who cares to take advantage of this public assat.

zaufort is fortunate by having the county's main branch facility lccetod
clese to the doentown distiict on Turna Sirzct. Built in 1971, it is a nou '
end attractive building and preszntly has arf'sjuztle stace.

The liain Tranch Ligrarvy stedf consists of theen full-iioe ond dhiea part-

tiz enployazs.  The litrory nours ere Tven 10 2.me 0 5 puane ey theu Sat-

Appreximately 2,584 volunes ware eaded last yeer, increasing the nisler of
beoks to be found here to an estimated 35,000 books. Circulation of volumzs

last year amounted to 62,537.

At present, the informal usa of thae twe puslic sc'ool grounds, tha tsown

property on Town iarsh Island, i-e "Javcees Fark" at the end of Front Streot
extention, and the county's "Frezdea Park" on State Road 1412 comprises tha

recreaticnal arees and facilities in the EBeaufort vicinity. The schools zand
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Loty .ol are the only arnas wiihin Cozulor's cornorot

The citizens have expressed their desires for a centralized recreation
area vithin the town's limits. It is, therefore, recommended that the Town
Recreation Commission should contact the Carteret County,Recreétion Commission
for technical assistance in selecting a.site and_organizing facilities and
rrograms to meet tie recrcaticnal demands of the citizens of Beaufort.
Stiddary

From the information waich has bean compiled in the constraints section,

one can ascertain that a nusber of arzas in Beaufort are incompatible Tor ex-. ..

tensive development, particularly the fragile areas. Significant physical’
Timitations on land in Beaufort are basically the natural and man-made hazard
areas. The wet]ﬁnds, estuérine and public trust waters, and h%séoric sites :
have been identified as fragile areas which could easily be daraged or de-
sirnyed by inappropriate or poorly planned develcoment. Town Marsh has been
identified as en arca with rescurce pulencial beciusz of its non-iniinuive
outdcor recroation Features. Additionally, the analysis of the conaumnty
fecilitics revels inzt the hasic services are presently Adequate. Thnoy shﬁu]d
not place eny txnecied linitations on Torescechle developmant. It is recem-
manded, however, that a new Town Hall be censtructed with adequate spzce.

Ldditionally, recrcational zrecs and oppertunitics need to be exponded.
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This section of the plan will consider the population projections fof
Beaufort during the next fifty years with emphasis placed on the projections
for the next ten year planning period. Consideration will be given to its
respective impact on the land and water, the connunity facilitfes demand,
pajor trends or factors in the econumy which wmicht have an fmpact on future
land use, along with estimates on future Tand needs.

A. Fstimated Population

Population projeciions &re valuable tools in é1hé§t_él1 major planning
decisions. They can provide the local government with a quide in planning
and providing {ur the necessary services needad to accomncdate any additional
povulation. The projection of any small community, however, is a cotlicated
procass that may be invalidated by mény variables. The econcivic viehility of
e efaunity, The enperaiion policies of the Jecal guvernacnt, znd tha in or

cut-ingreticn of certain czzoents of the populaticn are variables ' hich cennot

te precisely planned for in ihe distint fTuture.

Teble 3 Sezufiit's Profectid Foclitien
Year 1975 1980 1685 2000 2025
Topulation 3,719 3,631 " 3,946 4,133 4,501
Percent
Charge 3 3 6 10

As the above table indicates, in icn yrars the prpulation of Beautort
should be arcund 3,246 people; representing a six porcent increese. In the
next fifty years Eeaufert's potential resid:ntial lend should almecst all be

developed and, without an annexaiion of eny adioining land, the desived jopu-
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Toolor i1l kave Boonocacted. The projected pecuintion was determinad oiftoe
i+ lysis of a) rast populaticn trends, b) desires of the citizens, c) the
polential impact of szasonal population and economic cendtions, and d) the
capability of the lend and water to accommodate the projected population.
Following is a brief examination of these conditions.

a) Eﬁvﬁﬁfrtnds - In 1870 Boaufort had a population of ?,430. In 100 years,
tha yupulation had increased only 72 percent to a 1970 figuﬁé 6f 3,368, Niidle
Pegufort's population has fluctuated and faltered, other municipalities in the
covnty have experienced steacy growth. In Tuture years, if past treuds con-
tinue, a low populetiznal increase should be expected.

b) Desire of the citizens - The citizens of Bezufort have expressed their

desires through questionnaires and at public meetings that Be;ufort's futvra
Tond developrmont chould consist basically of low to mediumrresidential develop-
ment.  With this arowih policy deternired, population projections for 5, 10, 25,
end 29 years ware czleulat-d cad fveseniad at soveral public meeiings. The

r
v

projecticns vare discuncsid at Ulese doallags and wove frund Lo te oceasisiaot

¢) Senzonz]l nesvielion and corsoic Toprets - The oecoong] prpeliiien and oo
romic conditions were analyzed to determing what topact they right have wn The
future population. Tt was determined that there should be no significant popu—

Tational ircracsa due to any sezésenal influx of pecple or ény evpzcied econoaic

condition in the forescezble future.

Tots in Eczufort which sheuld be censidered 2s nulential residential siles. With
an est1ﬁaLe of three people per dwelling, it is estimated that 442 people cén

be accomiodated on these lots. Additicnaily, thore are 262 acres of undevelnpad,
unplatted land (excluding wetlands and drodge-spoil islands) in Beeufort. It

is reasonzble to assume that approximaiely 70 percent (or 183 acres) will be

suitable Tor Tuture cevelopment with the remeining land being unsuitable for

=857
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purpesas,  As Lencioned befove, the citiuons have esprosizd Uleir dosires
for residential Jevelopment and, thercfore, it is also rzascnable to pre-
dict that 70 percent of the future davelopable land will be residential.
With a future estimate 'of 2.3 ¢wellings per acre and three people per dwelling,
this Tand should be able to support 1,263 people. HWith this figure conhined
with ihe platted lot nwaber, it is estimated that the land within BeauTort
could adequately handle a potential population of over 5,420 people; a Tigure
far atove the projected »opulation cccurring within ihe next fifty years.
Yater rescurces should also ;dequate?j seryvice the expectad gopulation.
Residential weter is obtained {hrough a central system hock-up which is avail-
ebla in all parts of iown., !'ater is obtained by several town LTS e puip
water from the Castle-Hayne Acquifer. The acquifer chould adequalely cupply
the expectad population. Since the sever system, like the water system, is
gvailable in a1l zavts of the Lowa, vo woatondnziion of the water cunply is.
fergseen.,  Alditicaally, the wose valer Locatoont ploat oiauid Dodle 2y
forcszaahle domand until a vediceal cover sysfaa Ts entohlistad Ta ©he couily.

B, Isiiimrd Ferinry

Brzuiort's fulur

D

eccrnay will be divectly influcencad by the wouaty's

eccaomic vie2ility. A "cutbaeck" at Cherry Point, several bed viching scesias,

or a oravease in tourism weuld not caly bhe devestating to the couniy's ecirtay
but Beaufort's as vell. The town may, however, rely cn the Toliluwing factors
as having potential significent influsnce on its future =ccromy,

A renewzal of the Front Strect besiness district will coon hooov2 a veality
through a fedecral rerewal orant. By complenenting and enphasizing the nistlori
district, the revitalized bLisiness ristrict <hould contribute to Bezufort's

future econcnly. The town should capture a larger cshere of the retail szelzs In

the county by encouraging tourism and its respective revenues.
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oo e et LS T d NUCL 10T has ihe patintitl Taoconiove
oo G Ela prntoand siles ia the ceunty.  Encourcagement of deiiional busiacssas
with beilter, updaied zoning provisions should be stressed.

New industries have bequn to locate in Carteret County in recent years.

It is recofmznded that Beceufort attract scme of the 1ight, unoffensive indus-
trins (uhich would not conirast to the scenic amenities) to locate within or
inociose proximity to the town., Industry rnot only offers enlnyacat but pro-
vioes a ¢reat siimulus to the tax rzvenuves.

C. Fetimated lLond Use

The &r.ount of lond that will be necded Tn the next ten oars for urban
nses were based upen preseat land uses, community objectives aind coals, cosired
napulation projucticns, lend cepabilities, and the following gssumptions that:

1. The piresent trends in land use will continue, such as pireference
for single-fauily dwellings.

2. Putlie prefeiovea of o orootContial g0 th w1l contianin,

3. The prouletion of Proutort 111 centirue Lo gy 2t e Tolleuing

4, Public water end sewage Tocilitics will te available for vesi-
dential develeprant woad ef Tzctive land use regulaticns will oro-
kibit development in environmcontally fragile arces.

By 1795, the population of Poaufort should have ircreased rodestly Tvom a

1675 Ticure of 2,772 10 g

'S
(]

ciyientaly R,8496 pranle. Yhis inc.aese in population
will &lso causa an incrzese in ithe zucint of ceveloped land., By 1935, it is

estimatad that 46 percent of e tcal J:ind erea in Bezutort will be in scoma way

B



de ool oot smatest foa sote, as adientod Lo opetiie o dndon, ehould b
vesideniial.
- Residential land use should increase from 394 to 420 acres
- Comuercial acreage cshould increase to approximately 38 acres
- Industrial acreage should increase slightly to 15 acres
-.Transportation, commnunicatiocn, and utilities land uses should
increese to 155 acres
- Governmental and Institutional uses should be increased to 50
acres
- Cultural, entertainment, and recreation should inciease to 30
acres

D. Basic Comnunity Facilities Dz—ind -

An impertant point that must be considered in determining the facilities
cen<nid is ihe rirulation, present and projected, that is to be served by the
various serviess @nd facilitizs., A sionificant increaxce in poraletion ceucpzins
a2 higher dorund Tor the guaiity and cuantily of cervices Uhat a o omdty oiiars.

Inevitebly this will cost romay. The citizens will have to fecicda to vhiat ex-

oot thay ave willing fo pey Tor ilizse corvices. If poeciessd pioas mon a0t
favorably accepted by the nublic, aliernate proygrems will have L0 Le vridln, =d.

In ten years (1985) the esiinated population of Bezufort should te enpvixi-
mately 3,546 people. This will represent a siiyght increase of enly six pir-
cent. The zdditional population is not expected to place any sicnificant cemand
of the basic services vhich the town ncw gperates. There is, however, a nted
to unarade some of lhe Tecilitirs end scrovices o a acrn eificient and efieciive
cerehility. It eppears at this time that the citizens desire these improve-

1ants and the lozal eccicry will have the ebility to finance them., iolicwing
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col s alion of e dansad thet will be placed on Beaufori's
coovaiiy freilitics duiing the next ten years.

Sever System - Beaufort's participation in Carteret County's 201 Facility

Plan will insure that the future population in the Beaufort area will be

edequately served by a regional sewer system., By 1985 a 1.4 ngd sewage
traatment plant should serve any anticipated population increase. It is

expeeied that a Regional Sewer Authority will be established to de]égate

“the cost of thcse services.

Hater System - Consiruction has recently been completed on a new 200,000 gailgns
vater tank. This should also adequately serve any foresceeble population.
Recreation -~ In the next ten years Soaufort will be called upon by its
citizens to provide a recreation program that will satisfy the‘needs of all
the citizens. It is recommended that the town acquire land which is cen-
traily located in town for recreation purposes.

faninisivaticn - Piesently, the Toen Hall is inadequate as a govornment
centcer. Planning and site coouisition for a nzw Toua Heil ohould kegin novw,

Schools - The Cartoret County Snard of Fducation is currantly seluicting a

witsin ton yoars, a now osohool Tacdiity will be in operaiiun. The Bezufort
Christian Academy, a crivete school, is projecting an expansion of their
exaisting fecility. Broaufert Elementary will adecuately serve tle anticipated
population.

Othar services proviced by the town will necd new egquisment and zaditenal

renncver a2s present equipmznt becomas cbsolete end gs ife population ingyzases.

o

An annual assessment by the town has and should continue in order to provide

2 b

the citlizens of Beaufort with the nighast auality of services possible.
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VI. Plan Description

One of the requirements of the Coastal Area Management Act was the
establishment of a Land Classification System for the twenty.coasta1 counties
and their respective municipalities to follow. By classifying the land into
one of five categories, the citizens will recognize the expeeted general use
of all land within their planning area. More importantly, they make a state-
ment of policy by the local government of where and to what density they want
growth to occur, and where they want to conserve-the area's natural resources _.
by guiding growth. Obviously, areas with different growth rates and capabili-
ties should be planned for differently.

The Land Classification Sysiem also encourages coordination-and consistency
between municipal land use policies and those of the county. In fact, it is
essential that the municipal plan take into consideration the needs of the
county (and vice versa). By doing so, the lLand Classification System provides
the framework within whiéh community faciiities planning and other traditional
planning toals of the Tocal and county government can be coordinated to manage
the use of land and to achieve the desired future land use patterns. It will
also enable all citizens in the county to become aware of the type of services
that will be available within different areas.

Teken together, the mwunicipal systems and the county's will be the prin-
cipal policy cuide for governmental decisions and activities which effect land
use in a particular county. The c]assifjcation of an arca must be updated

every five years. In extreme czses, such as when a key facility, causing
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majar vcpercussions, is unexpsctedly placed in an area, the Coastel Resourcas

Commission can allow the municipality or county to revise its classification

map before the five year period is over.

Tand

The North Carolina Land Classification System contains five classes of
and are briefly described as follows:
1. Devé]oged

Purpose: The Developed class identifies developed lands which are
presently provided with essential public services. Consequently, it is
distinguished from areas where significantrgrowth and/or new service re-
quiremeﬁfé wf]] occur. Continued development and redeve]opment éﬁou]d
be encouraged to provide for the orderly growth in the area.

Description: Developed lands are areas with a minimum gross popula-
tion density of 2,000 people per square wile. At a mininum, these Tands
contain existing public services including water and sewer systems, edu-
cational systems, and road systems -- all of which are able to support
the present population and {ts accompanying land uses including commer-
cial, industrial, and instituticnal.

2. Transition

Purpose: The Transition class idantivies lands where uwoderate to high
density growth is to be encouraged and where any such growth that is ber-
mitted by Tlocal reculation will be provided with the necessary public ser-
vices. |

Description: The area to be designated as Transition must be no
greater than that reaquired to accomindate the estimated county population

growth at a minimum gross density of 2,000 pecple per square mile.
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Purpose: The Community class identifies existing and new clusters of
Tow density development not requiring major public services.

Description:

a) The Community class includes existing clusters of one or more land
uses such as a rural residential subdivision or a church, school,
general store, industry, etc. (Cluster is defined as a number of
structures grouped together in association or in physical proximity-
Hebster's Dictionary).

b) This class will provide for all rural growth when the lot size is
ten acres or less. Such clusters of growth may occur in new areas,
or within existing ccamunity lands.

¢) New development in the Community class areas will be subject to
subdivision regulations under the Enabling Subdivision Act (G.S.
152A-330 et. seq.)

d) In every case, the Tot size must be large enough to safety accom-
modate on-site sewage disposal and where necessary water supply
so that no public sewer services will be reguired now or in the
future.

e) Limited public services shouwid be provided in the Community class
such as pubiic road access and electric power.

f) As a guide for calculating the amount of land necessary to accom-
modate new rural cosmiunity growth, a gross population density of

€40 people per square mile or one person per acre should be used.
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4. Rural

Purpose:. The Rural class identifies lands for long-term management
for productive resource utilization, and where limited public services
will be provided, Also, lands for developing future needs not currently
recognized in such areas should be compatible with resource production.

Description: The hura] class includes all lands not in the Developed
Transition, Community and Conservation classes.

5. Conservation

Purpose:- Fragile, hazard and other lands necessary to maintain a-- -
healthy natural environment and necessary to provide for the public health,
safety, or welfare.

Description: Lands to be placed in the conservation class are the
least desirable for development because: a) They are too fragile to with-
stand development without losing their natural value; and/or b) They have
severe or hazardous limitations to development; and/or c) Though they are
not highly 7Tragile or hazardous the natural resources they represent are
too valuable to endanger by development.

Such Tands at a minimum should include:

1) Fragile

(a) Wetlands
(b) Steep slopes and prominent high points
(c) Frontal dunes
(d) Beaches
(e) Surtace waters including
-Lakes and ponds
-Rivers and streams

-Tidal waters below mean high water
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(f) Prime wildlife habitat
(g) Unigue natural areas and historic and archaeological sites
2) Hazard
(a) Floodways
(b) Ocean erosive areas
(c) Inlet lands
(d) Estuarine erosive areas
3) Other
(a) Publicly owned forest, park, and fish and game lands and other
non-intensive outdoor recreation lands® = -
(b) Privately owned sanctuaries, etc., which are dedicated to
preservation
(c) Publicly owned water supply watershed areas
(d) Undeveloped key parts of existing water supply watersheds
(e) Potential water impaundment sites
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2eautort's Land Classification

Beaﬁfort's Land Classification has taken into consideration the needs of
Carteret County and is consistent with the county's classification. A reference
to Beaufort's Land Classification Map (Map ) will familiarize the reader to
the two different land classes existing in the planning area. The majority
of Beaufort has been classified as developed since water and sewer services
are available throughout town. An estimated populational increase of 227
people is expected during the next ten years to occur in the developed area,
particularly in the northern section of town.

The coastal floodplain, wetlands, estuarine waters, and the dredge-spoil
islands (Carrot Island, Town Marsh, and Bird Shoals) are identified as conser-
vation areas. The on}y population expected to reside in these areas should
occur within the coastal floodplain, where development should conform with the
standards of the Federal Insurance Administration for coastal high hazard areas
and safety during the flood surge from a 100 year storm. The canservation
classif{ication of the wetlands, estuarine waters, and dredge-spoil islénds

was also established to implement Beaufort's stated policy objectives.
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The Coastal Area "arnacerment Act has charoed the Coastal Fesources Coimission
with the resronsibility of identifying Arcas of Environmental foncern in the
tventy coastal counties affected by the Act. _The Coastal Resources Cemmission
has also “een instructéd to determine what type of uses or development are
anpronriate within such areas.

Nue to the importance of this responsibility, the local governrents nre-
naring land develorment plans in coapliance with the fnastal Area Manaocment Act
have heen recucsted Lo give spacial attention to those arcas within their
jurisdiction that may hecome Areas of Environmental Concern. The Town of Zesufort
hes identified the foliowing areas as Potential Areas of Luvironmental Concern.

These areas were defined and discussed in the State fuidelines For lLocal Plarning

in Coastal Preas ndar the Coastal Area "ananmment Act of 1974,
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Coastal wetland$ are defined as any calt marsh or other marsh subjact
to rigular or occasional f]ood1ng by L]dES, 1nc1ud1ng u1nd tides (whether-
or rnot the Lide waters rcach the marsh]and areas tnrough natura] or art1—

ficial watercourses), provided.this sha]] not 1nc1ude hurr1cane or trop1ca1

6

stora tides..

Ceestal ‘etlands - Low Tidal larsnland .

. Description - Defined as marshland usually subject to inundation
by the rnorizal rise and fall of Tunar tides.

b. Significance - Low tidal marshland serves as a critical comgonent
in the ceastal eéosystem. The marsh 1s the de]S for the high net
yield system of the estuary tnrougn tne p:oduct1on of part1a]1y
decomposed plant inaterial ”H1cn is the pw1mary input souwrce for
tho 1ood chain of the cntire sstuarine svsicm.

c. Sppropriate land Yees - Appropreiste Tand uses shall be to give
the iighest miurity wo the persarvation of low Li-al nmarshlend.

foastal Vetlands - Giher Consizl inrshlaid

a. Zesaription - A1T oiier marshland which s rot Tow tidal wzichlond.

b. Significance - This marshalnd type contributes to the procucticn
of zeriially Jdeconposed plant mater ial, Tﬁe higher narsh Lypzas
.offer quality wilclife and wateriowl habitat depanding on the
biclegical and paysical conditions of the naréh.

c. Anmregrisie lend Vsis - Mporopricte Terd vses shall be to give a
Fich privricy to the preszrvation and verageient of the marsh so

s 10 saTeguard and porgetvate their bioloaical, cconomic and
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d as &1l thz waters ot

[

Sezuriplion - Estuerine woicrs are defin
the Atlantic Ocean within the boundary of 'lorih Carolina and all
the waters of the bays,‘sounds, rivers, and trivutaries theresto
scaward of “the dividing line betiecen ccastal fishing waters, as
set forth in an agreement adopted by the Wildlife Comaission and
the Departaent of ConserQﬁtion and Davelopient.

Significanée - Estuaries are aong tha wost productive natural
enviroriments in North Carolina. They not only cunport valuabla
comazrcial and sports Tisheries, but are also utilized for com-
mercial navigqation, recircation, and aesthetic purposes.

Appropriate Land Uses - foprooriate uses shall ke o preserve
Pr JProp

end manage esluarine wailers as to safeguard and perpetuate their

Liological, economic, and aesthetic values.
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gt feo el Bights - Certain Tublic Trust Aol

crscripgtt - A1l waters of

thez Aatlantic Oczan and .2 Yzads

thercunder froam the mcan high water mark to the scaward 1imit

_of State jurisdiction; a11'natura1 bbdieslof water subject to

measurable Tunar tides and lands théreunder to the mean higﬁ
water‘mérk; all navigable hatura]'bpdies of water aﬁd Tands
thersunder to the meanrhigh'ﬁéier mérk or ordfndrj hfgh vater
mark as the case may bé, except privately owned lales fo wnich
the puolic has no right of access; all waters in artificially
created bodies of water in which exists significant public
fishing resources or ofher_pub]ic resources, which are accessible

to the public by navigaticn frem bodies of water in which tlhie

public has rights of navigation; é}j Maigrs'iﬁ artificially a

creéféd'ﬁod{es of water in which the public has acquirad rights
LY poosaripticn, casio1, woEgo, dodicatian or ony oiher T3as.
Signivicence - he public his riguts in these walirs including
nevigaticn and racreation.  In 2adition, these weters soopoort

vaiueblae cowercial and cports Tichiories, bove sositeiic onloe

2
and are irportent polential resocurces for eccncaic coveleps. . at.
ppropriate Land Uses - Apprepriate lend uses shall be to protect
runlic rignis Tor ravigzlion and recreation end to prosarve end

rianege the public trust waters so &s to saiecuard and perpetuste

their biological, ecoromic end sosthatic value.
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Pescriniion - Coastal floedplain is defined as the Tand areas
adjacent lo cozstal sounds, estuaries or thq_oéean which are .
prone to flooding from storms with an annval probabi]itylofioﬁe
percén; or greatef (10b year storm). These aregs éré analogous -
to the 100 yeér f1oodp7aiﬁ on a river;  Informaf%on neﬁeséary to
jdentiiy these arcas will be supplied by the State Geologist,
Significance - Coastal flcocplains ere those Tands subject to
flooding or wave acticn during sovere storss orf hurricanes.  Thoey
are ltands where uncqnfrb]]ed, inconpatible, or improperly dosigned

building, structures, facilities, and develonments can unressonably

-~ .

cndancer 1ife and property.

Aumeagriete Tand Vses - Mppropriate land uses shall be fo insure

that 511 Suildings, sirucsoares, Tocilities and devale, wnis are

pronerly desionad ond TaiTE o raialoin hedr o cthility, Tntearily,

and safety 1n the cvent of Tlood surge Trat a 10D yeer s.ov.
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Ltoie o hetarel Tescurce areas-iiiztoric Places

y
‘.

other properties owned, managed, or assisted by the State of
Horth Carolina and those properties or areas that are designated
by the Secretary of the Interior as Hational Historic Landmarks.
b. Significance - Historic resources are both non-renewab]e'and' .
fragile. They éwe their significance to their associatioﬁ with:
~Anerican history, architecture, archaeology, and culture.

c. Appropriate Land Uses - Appropriate land uses shall be to protect

and/or‘preserve the integrity of districts, sites, buildings, and

oojects in the above category.
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ceeitit Dielaios oo plicable to all Aress of v swal Loy

Ho develepient should be allowed in any Area of [nvircmiental
Concern which would result in a contravention or violation of

any rules, regulations, or 1qws of the State of llorth Carojina

or of local governemnt in Wh%ch the development takes place.

Mo developrment should be a]]owed'in any Area of Environmental
Concern which would have a éubstantia1_1ike]ihood of causing_
pollution of the waters of the State to the extent that such
waters would be closed to the taking of shellfish under standards

set by the Commission for Health Services pursuant to 6.S. 130-

169.01.
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Tt g tmmnpiant that the fioedl osioration of Areas of FEnviros-entel
foncern and the detemivetion of appronriate uses within these areas, receives
2s much Toacal innrut as nossible. Proper coordination hetireen the Coastal Re-
snurces Coimmission and the local acovernments is the key to prorer manacanent
of these areas,

Mnece these arcas are adopted as final Areas of Environmental Concern, a
rermit will be reocuired hefore development can occur from the Coastal Resources
Commission or the Tocal govermment. Minor projects, defined as projects less
than 20 acres or which involve construction of one or more structures having
an area 1ess than £0,0M7 snuare feet, will he processed by the Town nf Feaufort.
Major projects, defined as projects currently needing state permits, those of
-reater than 2N acres in size, those that involve drilling or excavatina natural
resources on land or underwater, and thnse involving construction of one or wore
structurres having an area in exceass of 1,000 fert will reaquire a rermit frem {he

Coastal Tesources Cormission,
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VITT. SUMARY

Preliminary work on Reaufort's Land Development Plan began in early
1975 when the Coastal Resource Commission adopted the "State Guidelines
for Local Planning in the Coastal Area.under The Coastal Area Management
Act of 1974." The first stage in developing the plan began with seeking
public participation and input into the planning process. During this
time questiomaireswere distributed, public meetings held, and a citizen's
advisory committee was formed to insure that the local values, goals, and
resources were reflected in their plan. .

The next stage that followed entailed a mass amount of data gathering-:
and analysis. A land use survey of Beaufort was conducted to classify and
measure the current usuage of Tand. 1t was then analyzed to determine
which areas had developed adequately and what problems existed within the
community. Popu1atibn and economic data was gathered and analyzed to identify
problems and to project future demands. The Tland was analvzed to determine
its natural assets and 1iabilities: which areas were best suited for urban
uses and vhich ones were not. Community facilities were examined and p;o—
jections were made. The amount and different types of data was really
unlimited.

After many additions, depletions, revisions, discussions, and debates,’

the Town Commissioners adopted this plan at a public hearing, with the con-

sent of the public.

The major conclusion which can be drawn from this plan and its respective
implications is that the citizens of Beaufort desire the Town to remain much
as it is now. They are pleased with the slow easy-going, sea-oriented char-
acteristics of Beaufort and wish that future development be in harmony with

the residential and colonial nature of the town.
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Impleinentation

The success of any plan is dependent on how well it is put into effect.
Little will be accomplished unless the proposals as set forth by this plan are
implemented. Humerous legal avenues are available for implementation, but most
importantly it must have the support of all the citizens in the planning area.
Once the plan becories po]icy,-citizen support for the plan and for the Town
Officials who implement it is essential. Finally, the planning process is
continuous. Citizen participation will be needed to revise plans and policies
to meéet- changing.situations. .-

Some major means by which the Land Development Plan can be implemented
are discussed below.

Code Consistency - There must be consistency of all existing local regulations

and ordinances with the Land Classification Plan and with the standards within
Areas of Environmental Concern. (The standards for development in these areas
are presently being formulated).

Zoning - A zoning ordinance, properly formulated and administered, can be

used to guide physical development by regulating the use of property, the size
of lots, vards and other open spaces, and the height of buildings. In short,

it can accomplish many of the objectives set forth in the Land Development Plan.

Subdivision Regulations - Subdivision regulations is the process used by local

gavernment to regulate the subdivision of raw land, in order to secure a better
design in the layout of new subdivisions. It can also provide greater sccurity
for the home buyers and provides the builder with a more convenient way of

selling his property to the buyer.
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Gladnda dousing Code - Tiis code spzcitices nindiwm standards Tor space and

sanitary heating and lighting conditions for bath new and existing housing,
through strict enforcement, substandard housing conditions can be eliminated.

Local Permit Letting - The municipality is enpowered under the Coastal Area

Managenent Act to let perntits for "minor development" as defined in section

seven of this plan. Specific criteria for permit letting is being fornulated
at the present time.

Plan Up-Date - This plan will be subject to review and revision at least every
five years. The Town Comnissioners will base their revisions only after a
conprenensive public participation and input program, and should reflect the

changes in Tifestyle and the enviromient pressures which might have occurred.
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IX. CITY-CNUMTY PLAN RELATINNSHIP

Just as it is the responsibility of the Coastal Resource Commission
to intergrate the individual development plans from all twenty counties
into a single comprehensive plan for the entire coastal area, it is the
responsibility of local governments within each county to combine their
plans into a single comprehensive county-wide plan.

This city-county plan relationship was developed between Beaufort and
Carteret County during the formulation of their respective plans. Data
was coordinated with-the county == -to insure consistericy between the plan- =+
during the planning process. A1l public meetings for Beaufort were att-
ended by the Carteret County Planning Department to insure consistency
between the two plans and to avoid any possible policy conflict. Finally,
the consistency between Beaufort's and the county's plan was assured when
the Carteret County Board of Commissioners, meeting at a public hearing,

acknowledned the significance of Beaufort's Land Development Plan and re-

solved that it was an intergal part of Carteret County's Plan.
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